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SG: Please state your name.

LG: My full name is Leon Stuart Glancy.

SG: Where were you born?

LG: | was born in Layton, Pennsylvania June 11,4194

SG: How old were you when you first heard about\letnam Conflict?

LG: Actually I was in the Navy, and | didn’t realkpow that there was a place called
Vietnam, and. well maybe | had been aware of it by that timellneially wasn’t aware
of that there was a war going on of any kind, @ossrwar anyways, and | was nineteen
years old.

SG: What were your first impressions about Vietnam?

LG: The first time that | was aware that it wasa®us thing was when the North
Vietnamese in 1964, in the fall of 1964, no | guiésgas the summer, they had sent some
attack boats of some kind, they sent them outtimaGulf of Tonkin and attacked US
ships, and we retaliated by bombing North Vietnand that was sometime around
August | think it was of 1964. That was my firstlication and real knowledge that there
was something serious going on.

SG: Where you ever in combat during the war?

LG: Well, I received what they called combat pagcdéuse | was in a combat zone. But |
never saw anybody hurt, everybody in our squademnecback alive. | was — by the way
it might be good for this recording to know thatds in a squadron, an aircraft squadron
of A-3 sky warriors and we were assigned to the Et8S Coral Sea. | made three

cruises two of them aboard tBeral Sea and one of them aboard thk&S Enterprise and
during that time | never knew anybody that did cmine back. We had detachments
aboard other ships that | understand we did loseesmew members, but | never knew
them. | never knew a single person who died inné&et. A kid that | went through high
school with got shot up a little bit, but that’slinever knew anybody that really got hurt.
So for me Vietnam was kind of a painless experiendeat regard.

SG: When you were abroad tBeral Sea and theEnterprise where did the ships sail to,
like, where did you serve on those ships?

LG: Well, we.. a standard deployment was to leave San Francistg@ato Hawaii and
then go through an operations readiness inspecsat then from there we would go to
the Philippines and take on munitions at Civic Bathe Philippines and then we would
go into the Gulf of Tonkin, and we called that YaerkStation. And there we would cruise
up and down and do our air operations, from Yardation and we would be
replenished at sea by ammunition, food, and fuel,v@e wouldn’t have to go back into



port if we didn’t want to. But they would come baokabout once a month for some little
rest, relaxation to take the stress off of ustke Ikit.

SG: You mentioned something about an Operationg\R8gstems that you would
prepare for in Hawaii. What exactly is that?

LG: Operations Readiness Inspection.
SG: Yeah, what is that?

LG: That was war games.

SG: War games?

LG: Yeah we played war games. We’d use, our airevatild be loaded with target
bombs, not the big 500 pound bombs, these thinghtmieigh about, | think they were
called a Mark-5, and they weighed about 20-25 psuadsomething like that. And they
would be used to test our bombing systems andteféeess. The type of plane | worked
on was a bomber, was assigned a designation gkadiecraft, but this thing was a
monster aircraft. Largest aircraft ever stationledaad a carrier. It had bomb bay doors
that would open up and drop the bombs. It could atg as a tanker cause they could put
a big bladder up there in place of the bomb, inbii@b bay put a big rubber bladder full
of fuel and then they'd have a reel would go uphiere with a hose that would slide out
behind the aircraft. They wouldn’t have to openlibenb bay doors ‘cause they had a
little device that they would put into the bomb lpor that the hose went through. And
so the doors they kept open and the reel woulbdwibehind us where we could refuel
other aircraft. We also had mission|[s] of electcacountermeasure so we had those three
capabilities of dropping bombs, refueling airciait electronics countermeasures. And
the refueling and electronic countermeasures enueuym our biggest job.

SG: What was your rank and some of your assignnmntke aircraft carriers?

LG: Well, my first assignment aboard the carrieswadat a lot of people get. | got mess
duty. That means | went to the mess decks and douple of days | helped in the

kitchen so to speak, in the galley, cleaning pats@ans, pouring big cans of food into
big pots to be cooked. | did that for a couple aygithen they moved me over into the
mess decks where my job was just cleaning up takéeping the mess decks clear, milk,
and coffee, juice in the dispensers, napkins,Kasping the mess decks clean, swabbing
the mess deck. | didn’t have to work in the scylldihe scullery is where they cleaned
the metal plates that we ate off of, the metalgsathe cups, and the utensils. | never
worked in there and thank goodness ‘cause thaavetisky hot nasty place.

SG: Did you volunteer for the service or were yoafteéd into it?

LG: | had actually volunteered. My feelings as dcttvas that | always liked things
military. And as a kid | played Army all the timattvmy buddies. When it came time |



was a senior in high school, and my brother beimipé Air Force, him just being in the
Air Force had influenced me to look at the Air Foend | went down to the Air Force
recruiter, passed their tests, took their teststigor qualifications, and | was planning on
joining the Air Force after high school but my patsegot wind of it and they didn’t like

it. My brother happened to be visiting and he wasficer and he says, “You don't

want to go and enlist in that, you want to go thege.” And so they talked me out of it, |
went to college, but in the second semester oégell still didn’t know want it wanted
and | went down to see the Air Force recruitertiiov®, Utah, | was at Brigham Young
University. | went down to see the Air Force retguihis door was locked, and across
the hall was the Navy, and | just walked in theid #ound out that they had airplanes that
went aboard carriers, that sounded like fun toAmel so | enlisted in the Navy and the
only guarantee that | had was that | would be iatean which might mean | might do
great wonderful things with the airplanes or | ntiglst be pushin’ them. There was no
guarantee. But my scores were in the high areasandvas guaranteed, well wasn’t
guaranteed, but sent to electronic schools, weaporise aircraft, and electronic
weapons and was trained in that area.

SG: Back home in America, | guess during, whenwete out in the war, or overseas,
what were your feeling[s] about the drafting pracasd those who resisted the draft?

LG: Well, I guess, since | had volunteered, it dithother me any. And the, we did
receive some people in the Navy who were drafteéadia few of my, by the time | was
on the Enterprise, they were drafting people ineNavy also, and so | got some
draftees in there and they worked out just finedheasn’t any. around that time there
was a lot of people they enlisted in the Navy,lsytwouldn’t have to be ground
pounders in the Army, so they enlisted in the Nevgvoid the draft, then we did get
some who were drafted into the Navy, so they wauligve to be ground pounders in
the Army, so they enlisted in the Navy to avoid dnaft, then we did get some who were
drafted into the Navy. | had no bad feelings alibatn. | had no bad feelings about the
draft, I still kind of feel that it would not belkad thing to do. That's how I feel about it.

SG: Did you meet and make any new friendships dtttie war?
LG: Did | what?
SG: Did you meet and make any new friendships dtttie war?

LG: Yes, | had, the day that | enlisted, there wagly, | enlisted in Salt Lake City, and
there was a guy from Richfield, not Richfield, lblatwvn south of Delta, | can’t remember
the name, but Delta is good enougiwho enlisted who’s name was Ray Stevenson. And
we went through boot camp together. | ended upgoaipatrol leader in boot camp and
he was an assistant to the boot camp commandedppnbtamp, but our company
commander, our enlisted company commander, howdagy it, this guy was a recruit,
and Ray was a recruit also, and he assisted hirheSwas one of our enlisted leaders.
And we ended up going to the same electronic sshtogkther in the Navy, and in the
middle of electronic schools he was transferregia@o Officer's Candidate School. And



| later ran into him in Whidbey Island, Washingtgou were a baby at the time. There
were a few others that we met, on active duty,rdlgeen by the name of John Jordan,
his wife and your mother were pregnant at the stame and had babies within weeks of
each other at the Naval Hospital on Whidbey Islamd, John and | ended up being on
my last cruise was his next to last cruise, andhbig cruise was his last cruise, he
resigned his commission and moved to Utah. Andamilies became friends in Utah.

SG: Besides sending you to electronics school, tiovthe Navy train and prepare you
for combat?

LG: Well, one of the things aboard ship, is thagrgbody has to defend the ship.
SG: What does that mean?

LG: For me because | wasn't going to man a gunrmorsailes system or anything like
that when it came to the defense of the ship, yEmoine an assistant to those who are
trained to do this. And one of the things that wiially became actually trained on was
fighting fires on the flight deck. So | went thrduflight deck firefighting training a
couple times during the Navy. The first thing yoa taught, is in boot camp, you're
taught how to fight fire. You are put into chambetsere there are fires going and
there’s smoke all over the place, you learn the, 3@ taught very quickly and easily the
dangers of smoke inhalation and to avoid it and tioek and heavy and nasty it can be.
It was a day of excitement on that training dayteL@n we were trained to fight fires on
flight decks on how to control the water, the watdl carry the fire, the fuel fires on a
flight deck will just roll wherever the water takeesause the fuel is sitting on top of the
water and just rolls with it and so you are taughtontrol that. And it's better with two
teams rather than one, but | went through thaffiigiging training a couple of times, |
went through biological and atomic warfare trainiag how to take care of myself with
anti-biological agents, gas mask, things of thisirea

SG: Why did they put you through the atomic anddgjzal training?

LG: Because if you were in an area that if a nudb®enb were dropped in your area, or
biological agent or chemical agents were droppegur area, you had to be able to take
care of yourself, so you were trained on this stuffould suggest probably not as
thoroughly as the current-day soldiers are but weevtrained with what we had. And at
sea it could be different than if you are on ldnduse at sea you can always guide the
ship out of the area to where there is fresh aayafnom the agents, but you still have to
take care of yourself and wash the ship down aufdl Iéte that.

SG: So was it really a threat that there would beaear bombing?

LG: Well these were the Cold War days. My plane designed to deliver a nuclear
weapon, it could do conventional weapons, but tigiral design was to deliver nuclear
weapon, so | was also trained on loading nuclearldsy and how they worked, | was
trained on that, | was part of the nuclear weapoading team also.



SG: Wow, okay, going back to your training herghere anything you wish that the
Navy would have told you before they sent you out?

LG: Actually I think the Navy gave a pretty gooddb@amp to me. And whatever
training | received was a pretty good. You haveestoember that my particular job was
not to be a hand-to-hand combat job, | did recaietraining, and pistol training, but it
was what they called M1 carbine, and it was whay tiised during World War I, or not
World War | but World War Il and Korea. And theseapons were not the M16’s. The
M16’s were in the military by that time, but we didt have them in our training, cause |
guess they never expected us to really have tthese.

SG: What was your image of the Vietcong?

LG: My image of them was a bunch of infiltratorsyuag from North Vietnam. And that
was the basic image | had of them. Though thatmaagbe a false image that was the
image that | had, and also | had the image thatwexe some local people who were
rebelling against the government.

SG: What is your opinion of the Viethamese now?

LG: | have no negative feelings about them. Theyaapeople who deserve to live and
have their way of life. And that is what | felt thalso. | felt that my service was actually
helping them to become free from a communisticegand though people might say we
lost that war | think in certain degrees we wonwa. And that is that the western
influence on the whole Soviet Union and we outéith tand beat them, which meant that
they could no longer support South Vietnam, ang tieaild not put as much funds into
that country, that country has a certain free egonaot a total free economy and total
freedom, but because the Soviet Union was not stipgdhem, that they had to do
things for themselves and they developed their fmsm of communism, they are still a
communist country but there is a lot more freedberd than one would think so | think
we did some good, but not maybe the good that weesa

SG: How did your life change as a result of thetivaen War?

LG: My experience aboard ship during flight opeyattaught me about team work,
cooperation, and having a ‘can do’ attitude abattirgg things done. It has affected my
work ethic and my self confidence. | work hard &hdve confidence in the things that |
do and I think a lot of that was brought about lnseaof my experience of working on
the airplanes during the Vietnam War, you madegshiget done, you got things done.
And that has affected my whole life.

SG: How did your religious beliefs help you copéhagour military experience?

LG: | have always had faith in Jesus Christ. I'gays believed in The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Its God’s church ortleaNe had services aboard ship.



There was a chief petty officer who was designatethe Alameda Stake to be our group
leader aboard ship and he organized us, and weuraggular sacrament services. They
had a little lounge aboard the ship where thereayaisno, some relaxed areas and
current magazines, a small library and that’s whrezdnad our services. | attended
services in Hong Kong one time in the LDS branchiang Kong. I've always had my
faith. My faith sustains me in everything, my whbfe, it wasn't like all of a sudden I'm
gonna get religious because I'm in the militarywés just me; | was there all the time.
There were things | did that perhaps | shouldnitehdone, but | still do things |

shouldn’t do, but my faith has always been thekelieve in Christ and the church. | did
a little missionary work by just telling people aibdhe church. | did a little missionary
work by just telling people about the church aét thme. Actually helped one guy who
wanted to get the lessons, unfortunately | guasgilny ended up being a little unstable,
and he was actually taken off the ship in a sjaaitet the next time we pulled into port,
so much for that. But | met other LDS guys aboduig and we associated together, we
had a few of them in my squadron and so it was gbdd have one religious experience
aboard ship. | had received my patriarchal blesginide | was still at BYU and it said |
was to go on a mission for the church. | was irtaton, | was engaged to Dorothy, and
yet | had this mission. So one day while | was ingifor the planes to come back so |
could debrief the crews, | sat in the waiting roguot into a corner, and over against the
wall, and | had a little prayer session, a priyatyer session of whether | should marry
Dorothy or go on a mission when my enlistment wasAnd | received a very strong
confirmation that | was to be married and not twse mission at that time. And so for
me my mission is yet to come. It may be in thie bf in the next, but | still have a
mission to perform. | have been ordained a Sevandyl’'ve been involved in missionary
work in the local levels my whole life. | still thk that there’s a bigger mission waiting
for me.

SG: According to your understanding what were An®s goals in the Vietham War?

LG: Well there was the big thing called the Domirfweory, that once one country would
be communist, then the next one would go, theméx& one would go, then the next one
would go. Our job was to fight communism. And s® engagement in Vietnam was not
only to try to help make those people free from samism which was invading their
country but it was also to fight communism in gexh@orldwide. So that was our job
there was to fight communism and to help presam®edom.

SG: How did the war affect the community that yame from?

LG: Well if you want to call them a community, Gemyn, Kentucky, | don’t know that it
affected it all that much. It did ‘cause | know titfaere were young men who came out of
that area of Kentucky who died just like anywhdse én the United States. | think that
part of Kentucky was more pro-America and suppooi@dgovernment’s efforts. | don’t
think there were too many protestors from that pathe country.

SG: Did you hear about the anti-war sentimentwas going on in America while you
were aboard ship?



LG: Oh yeah, that was there, but you have to utaledsour news to a certain extent was
filtered. | guess for moral[e] purposes, so we Witdear all the things that were
happening. But again you have to remember we weegdthis when we were in
California at Alameda. | mean right across the Wwag San Francisco, and just up the bay
from us, we were at Alameda just right north oft tvas Berkley, that’s the University of
Berkley, it was a big center for protest. And sowae in this anti-war environment to a
certain extent there in California, and...| could eeunderstand it, | thought we were
trying to do good things. And so | did not undemst#his. The only thing that they were
saying that might be true is that the Governme’tliell us the truth. And that’s true.
General Westmoreland, who was in charge of the Amyjietnam, they would lie about
their statistics on how many enemy killed and hoangnof our men were hurt. | guess
that was for political purposes for him, for maybgustify his commands, | don’t know.
That was the parts that | didn’t find out untildatvere lies. But it didn’t effect how | felt
about the war. | still felt that we were tryingdo a good thing and I'm proud of my
service for trying to do a good thing. The actiagainst soldiers and so forth | never felt
that and | never saw that. When we came back frentiwise, my cruises plural, we
would go up to Whidbey Island, Washington, whicts\v@aNavy community. And so we
never saw or felt it there. | was never in unifaatside of that area except before
Vietnam really broke out | was never in uniform atmgre. Nobody ever attacked me
because of my uniform or anything. They might retog that | was military by my
haircut because everyone else was starting to gmogvhair. But | never felt any
personal repercussions from it.

SG: Did you see a lot of drug use among soldiersaduhe Vietham War?

LG: | didn’t see it. Part of it might be that | waaive. | did not grow up in that
community, was not aware of that stuff, and | dics@e it until, Vietham was still on, but
it was towards the end. By that time | was in Dalléexas, | was at the Naval Air Station
in Dallas, | was in fighter's squadron VF201 at time, and | was in charge of the repair
of our weapons systems, in charge of the maintenginop. And we had a Marine in
there that seemed just a little too happy, whididh't quite recognize, | saw all these
little seed[s] laying around, which I did not recize what that was, | was really dumb
and naive, | received no training from the militémyrecognize this stuff. After a while |
became smart that he and a couple of others Manmag facility were smoking pot and
but it wasn’t until after | was out of the Navy dieemy injury that | began to recognize.
So that's what in the world was going on thereabweally, really naive.

SG: You mentioned an injury. What injury was that?

LG: | had gotten fed up with the attitude of res&isz When | was in VF201, that was a
reserve squadron, and | was in what was called 4R program, the Training and
Retention of Reservists, which meant that | hadeeduty except for maybe two weeks
a year and no reenlistment bonus either. But lwilsreservists who didn’'t want to be
there because they had been drafted, and theyjugtrd@oing their duty. | was with old
equipment and | just wanted to work somewhere wtieree was a more of a positive
‘can do’ attitude like | told you earlier. The Nataught me about being ‘can do’ and



working hard and accomplishing things. And | just that it was not happening where |
was in the TARR program. And so | had put in faméstment back into the regular
Navy and | was a specialty, so | had a $10,000listerent bonus, which back in those
days was a lot of money, and | had received oribeg® to Japan to be stationed aboard
the USS uh...oh boynot theRoose...there was th€oral Sea, theRoosevelt, and the
Midway, they were all sister ships. It was tiledway that | was to be stationed on, which
is headquartered in Yukasuka, Japan and | was ¢oibg able to take my family with
me, and | thought was a great opportunity. So Itweno Kentucky to visit my parents
before | went overseas because | would be goninfee or four years. And while | was
up there | was helping my brother clear some lasidgua tractor and the tractor
overturned on top of me and ended my Navy card®at'd the accident. So | am
disability retired from the Navy.

SG: When you were in the Navy, did you feel thatthilitary was engaging the best
possible strategy to bring the war to an end?

LG: | had faith in my leaders, political and milyaAnd so | thought we were doing the
right things. | wasn’t on the ground, | wasn’t easgist, | didn’t see the things
happening, | just saw it from out on the ship, vahicas we sent planes off and they
bombed North Vietham. We were involved, on my fastise, we were involved in the
bombings of North Vietham on a regular basis. Likaid earlier, when the North
Vietnamese sent some boats out to attack Navy,shigsdid [unintelligible] raid against
them. And after that there was no more bombingatiNVietnam. Until the North
Vietnamese were involved with sending regular teoimpo the south, and it got quite
serious and so there was a physical need to bormtih Neetnam, and when that
happened | was still on my mess cooking duties.|Betnember one night that the mess
decks were cleared of the tables, there were @edabrs on the side of the mess decks
which opened up and guys came up and started putbies back out of the way and
then they started rolled bombs out and made amdgelant where they put the fins on
the bombs, armed them and took them to the flighkan another set of elevators
‘cause right below the mess decks were the plabesenthey stored the bombs. And they
bring them up and assemble them and put them oel¢hiator and take them up to the
flight deck and they put them on the planes. Thispgens late at night, and in the
morning | went up to the flight deck when | got dfity, | work from six at night until six
in the morning and when | get off shift | went wpthe flight deck to see what was
happening and these planes were loaded, every pfatieere was loaded down with
bombs and later in the day they all took off artdmeed empty. We stood down for a day
or two | think it was, we loaded them again andwtiey went again, and again, and
again, and again, it went on until the end of tlae that process was going on. Shortly
after that happened | was transferred from the mdesks to my squadron where | started
working the job that | was trained for. Everybodyed a ninety day duty of mess cooking
or cleaning cubicles, cleaning cubes, cubes aepisig compartments, so everybody
does this service for the ship because we carot@tb hire maids out there, to hire
butlers you know, we have to do it ourselves. Bat's when it started and it went on
and on and on. And our planes have black stentbembs on the side of them for each
bombing raid that they made. They started collective stencils on the side.
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SG: What were your feelings about the final “peasettlement?

LG: | wasn't all that happy. | wasn’'t happy that l@st the political will to win the war. |
was glad that our prisoners of war came home. Iglas for that. | was glad for perhaps
the healing of the nation. | was sad that we llestdolitical win to win this war. ‘Cause
when that happens ya know, when there is no palitidl to win the soldiers lose their
desire, “Why am | here?” ya know?

SG: Uh huh.

LG: ‘If 'm not here to win then | don’t want to bdeere.’ So it was definitely a morale
problem. | was disappointed that they had losiptblgical will.

SG: How were returning veterans treated after the?w

LG: Well as | said earlier | received no negatingatment for it. There were some who
were treated negatively. But | think they were maat places where they were released
from the military or maybe around a large Army oarlvie base. But the Navy was
basically isolated from that | think. At the preséme there is a political contest going
on between President George Bush and John Kesgnator from Massachusetts.
George Bush never served in Vietham though he m#gei country’s Air National

Guard, there were National Guard units that semédetnam, but his unit was not
called up and so he didn’t have to worry aboutahn Kerry was | believe a Yale
graduate. And served | believe probably honorablyietham. And he came back and he
joined the anti-war movement and actually said strmegs which | believe hurt our
soldier’s. Recently | have learned that he is museum in North Vietnam that pictures a
photograph of him, honoring him for helping end te because of his anti-war protests
in the United States which | thought very intemnagtiThere were some soldiers who
turned against the war. And | don’t quite underdtdre reasoning behind that because
they were doing nothing but hurting their fellowdiers who were now having to serve
there. There were ways to serve against it, buetivere protestors definitely hurting the
soldiers. During this war not everybody felt thenpat the frontline soldiers felt. You
have to understand that frontline soldiers, thagses @ctually do the combat, were very
few compared to the rest of the military that baitlkesm up. There are people in supply
areas that may or may not be in Vietnam, they neayp l©kinawa, Philippines, Guam,
Japan, Hawaii or back stateside there are so meople supporting those front soldiers.
The front soldiers received the brunt of the proideand terror. They are the ones that
suffer the most, the rest of us don't suffer likeyt do. | was in advanced electronics
school for the Navy in Memphis while the Vietnamnfiizt was still going on and one of
the guys in there made a true comment he says, [8\fell and I love it.” That seems a
strange comment but what he was referring to isvileawere in combat areas or we were
off the coast of Vietham we were receiving comlat fhough we were not a direct
threat, thought they could send something out agais, it was very unlikely it would
ever get to us, so we received combat pay thereedéved flight deck pay, when you
work the flight deck it is a hazardous duty so geti paid for that. We got paid sea pay
which meant that when you are out on the oceasdheyou got a few extra dollars a
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month just for being in that separation mode |ka&ttSo that is what he meant when he
said, “War is like hell and I love it,” was the exfpay we were getting out there. It was
gravy to us until we realized that there were peogho suffered on it. | can remember
sitting out on the flight deck one night off theasb of Vietnam and | could see flashes on
the horizon from other ships who were sending ¢angs dropping bombs along the
coast of Vietham. We worked twelve hours on twédgars off. During that time our
planes were going crazy they’'d be out, come baglguy, come back, we’'d have about
three sets of flights that day. Then we stand dfowi2 hours, where we would prepare
our planes and have some rest and prepare foettialay’s operations, we did that, this
was 24 hours a day this was going on and the stop#d rotate the day or the night
ships. We had 2 or 3 different carriers in ourlbagtoup so there were planes going all
the time to North Vietnam, all the time, there wasrest for them. Wave after wave after
wave every 3 or 4 hours here came another waviecn&tt into their county, so they
received no rest for several years like that aeg there bombed heavily so their country
was torn up from what we were doing. In politicactsions, there was a political
decision not to bomb the Viethamese government. IAhohk that was a mistake, if
you're talking about things we should have donarik we should have bombed their
government headquarters. We bombed their basewebdidn’t bomb their head of
government buildings which we could have easilyedbuat did not do. | think we should
have, I think we should have destroyed their govemt as much as we could have to
have destroyed all means of communication to sugpeir troops. | think that would
have helped. We didn’t hold back the trigger whenbembed Germany and Japan and |
don’t think we should have held back on North Vain

SG: Thank you so much for letting me interview you.

LG: Okay.



