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Place: Lowell and Ada Jean Vance residence, Treonofttah.

BB: It is September 23, 2005, right that’'s todaife you ready? I'm Brooke Banta
interviewing Ada Jean Vance. Okay, what is yolirfame, including your maiden name?

AV: Ada Jean Thorpe Vance.

BB: And when and where were you born?

AV: In Garland, Garland hospital, they had a Gatlaospital, they don’t have one now.
BB: What are your parents’ full names?

AV: Full names?

BB: Yeah.

AV: Lyman Theurer Thorpe and Ada Alice Hinman Thatp

BB: And what is your religious affiliation?

AV: I'm a member of the Church of Jesus Christ after-day Saints.

BB: And what did your parents do?

AV: My parents were—my dad, at first he was a stheacher and then he started farming. |
guess he didn’t like school teaching. | don't #n | think it was the money, so he started

farming. He took over my mother’s parents’ farm.

BB: Growing up on the farm, what did you get toaitothe farm? What were your chores on the
farm?

AV: | love the farm, | still do. | miss our farrMy chores were usually taking care of the horses
and the cows. | would put the hay in for them, whee cows came in to milk, for the milking. 1
would have the hay there all ready and the graind if there was any calves then it was my job
to feed the calves. They were so cute | likedadhdéit. And the horses. And it was also my job
to make sure that there was, there was enough watein the trough for the cows to drink

from.

BB: Was it a dairy farm or was it just kind of a...

! Ada Alice Hinman died in 17 May 1939 from Tubexsis. The hospital failed to change the sheetsdsmst the
treatment of a T.B. patient and Ada Alice givingtbito her son L.H. Lyman hired lda May Astle ®haround
the house and to tend to his three children. d@eigloped into a whirlwind romance and they wererima 15
September 1939.



AV: We had three cows. It wasn’t a dairy farm Ij@u would hear about now. It was—we just
lived off, off the farm. We had chickens and thexse cows.

Carol Vance Merrell: Did you sell your milk?
AV: What?
CM: Did you sell the milk?

AV: Um-huh, Daddy sold the milk and also eggs. $ister took care of the chickens. 1 liked
my job the best. But | would have to help and gatgather the eggs too and also clean them.
We also would churn the butter. We would have hoade butter. | remember sitting on the
back porch and we had a hand churn and | wouldnctharhundred times and Tyra would churn
it a hundred times. And usually you do that troeéur hundred times and it would be butter.

BB: And Tyra is your sister? Just doing it forrdiaation. | know who she is but the people
reading might not.

AV: Yes.

BB: Did you enjoy growing up on the farm?

AV: 1 did, it was a lot of work. We worked hard tine hay fields and the beet fields and...
Lowell Vance: [? Don't pretend you like?] the beets

AV: Yeah, we don't like the beets. But | did enjoypecause | love the animals. 1 like being
around the animals.

CM: When you took care of the horses what did yo@ d

AV: | would feed them, feed them. Then when we twlike haul hay or use the horses in
anything that we were doing, Dad would put thearadin the horse and then throw the big
harness on the horses and then it would be, weBistgr would help too, we would snap up the
harnesses, there was a snap...

LV: Put the straps all together.

AV: All the straps. Then there was three straps$ tould go underneath the belly of the horse
and we’d have to reach under and then go over.h&dea horse called Babe and once in awhile
she would turn around and bite my bottom. She di@tidraw blood or anything she’d just
pinch me. And it would scare the daylights outr&f and | just know that that horse was
laughing. She got a kick out of that. But Dad Wozome over and hit her in the nozzle and
that—you don’t hit a horse in the mouth that’s iealtender, tender place and she wouldn’t bite
us anymore for awhile.



CM: Can you tell us about when you used to hawtton the horses and [unintelligible] hit the
horse flies?

AV: When we was hauling straw we would have, it Wasse straw not baled (we didn’t have
bales then), and would be like hay. Dad would repéch fork and Tyra would either be sitting
on the wagon guiding the horses and Dad would g ide to side, | hope you understand me,
he would go on the side of the wagon and pitchsthew into the wagon and then one of us
would drive the horses. And then stop while he lkquitch the straw on the wagon and then one
of us would be riding the horses. There would igenbrse flies and I, the one that rode the
horses, we would have to catch and we’d kill hdlies because they would sting the horses and
they'd start jumping mad so we didn’t want to havein away but that's what we would do.

BB: Did you do anything or sale anything on thexfao make extra spending money?
AV: | would?
BB: Did you or even Grandma [lda]?

AV: No, | never did work, well yes—yeah we’d thiedts for the neighbors, we would hoe beets
and then | would herd the cows, Tyra and | wouldifeur own cows there would be grass on
the side of the road going to Garland and backvem#ould herd the cows, that's where they'd
eat the grass and then they’d go further and theeweuld have to stay with them all day so
they'd be watched and not go uptown but that wad kif fun because all we did was sit around
and make sure they didn’'t run away. | would haygases of material and we would sew these
squares of material together and try to makela hiianket for our dolls. We didn’t play with
dolls much. So [we] would sew by hand those blocks

BB: So Grandpa did the cows and the beets, whatdéshe do on the farm?

AV: He raised hay, and beets and wheat. That'siag#lbl can remember. But we had chickens,
uh chickens and the cows. Oh and then Dad wouldd-dierays get around a hundred pollocks,
let’s see fifty pollocks and fifty roosters, baldyickens. And when those baby chickens’d come
they'd come in the mail. And we would have to takeh little chick and dip its little beak in the
water. We had a bottle, oh | can’'t describe thidueei

LV: It had a spiller on the bottom and let the watewn.

AV: And it would let so much water down and it wduhake a little trough for the chickens.
We had to take each little chicken and put théielbeak down in the water and until they uh,
until they learned how to drink water. Then westithem—and we had a chicken coup all ready
for them we had then also it's called a burnercadéed it a burner. It was a stove but it had big
tin there circular tin around it and they wouldwuder this and keep warm. And we’d put the
straw underneath and it was really cozy for théut they’'d have to keep warm or they would
die. But those baby chickens were so cute.

| remember we had rabbits. We had a lot of rablM¥e started with two or three then
Dad built a great big, oh it was a nice rabbit p8uit it was our job to feed the rabbits too. But



the rabbits when they got full, then we let thewsk® and they dug holes underneath the big
straw pile it was a loose straw pile. And they Wogo under there and live in the winter time
and they would, it would, be by a hay field and sashthem would eat that hay field around the
straw pile. So they ate a lot of hay. But we bad bunny she would call Snowball and | can’t
remember what the gray one was, the name, you kvehad a nhame. But we would go get
some grain and hold the grain in our two handsthed we’d go by the straw pile and call her
and she would come out and she would eat the graiof our hands and we would play with
her and pet her and she’d go back in. We had tabigts, tamed rabbits.

BB: Oh and what year were you born | forgot to ysk?

AV: What year, ‘33, 1933. That was during the Wanean the War. When did the War start,
oh no, no, no. The War started in what?

LV: ‘41
AV: '41. So | was ten years old. | can rememiherwar’
BB: What are some of your memories about the war?

AV: When Ellen and—Ida had two sisters, Ellen anlitiz And they worked at the telephone
office in Garland and they were taking night shifexause they were quite young and they
would have to go to school and they would takentigat shift so they could work until about
twelve o’clock. And then instead of walking cléeme where their home was; it was shorter to
come to our house and stay all night. And what thagjuestion?

BB: What are your memories about the war?

AV: Oh and they—Ellen was going with Shirley Larserhich was our neighbor down the road
a ways and he was in—he was over in Germany atithatand the news would come over the
radio. And when they would—we would always listerthe five o’clock news or six o’clock
news, they would tell how, where, how far they hdgtanced in Germany. And also we had
Japan, when was Japan, when did we, when did theteud with Japan?

LV: Japan’s the one that started it, Germany ittla hfter.
BB: Yeah Japan is first.

AV: Well maybe he was, no he was in Germany. Sewveld all listen to the radio and | can
remember Ellen, she would have her nose rightarethin that radio. Because she [?worried?]
and then they would say how many was injured ardmany were killed it was really, it was
really awful. And we didn’t have a T.V. we coulgs} imagine what was going on. And that
was a bad time and when the war was ended, wiesrdé@d | can remember Ellen and Edith, Ida
and Daddy got in the car, we had running boarddercar and they would, on running boards.

2 Ada Jean was born in 1933 and would have beemi@ yed.



They went uptown in the middle of Garland they yuess a wahooping all over. And they
danced, it seemed like all night. Because theywest so happy that the war was over.

BB: Do you remember about like food rations anddghsilike that. Do have many memories of
that?

AV: Um-huh. We had, | had a book of stamps; anthThad a book of stamps; and L.H., my
brother, had a book of stamps, each one of usdmdrd Daddy. And I could have so much
sugar and flour and a pair of shoes. We had omepshoes.
LV: | can’t remember shoes, but tires and gas aigausit was all rationed.
AV: Gas was rationed you could only have so marpgs. When we would go to church we
never drove, go in the car, we would walk. If ymuld walk someplace we walked because you
could only have so much gas. And that was for gemaies, that gas in the car.

| can remember Ida she wanted so bad to have afpaytons and she went and traded
some stamps with some other ladies, | don't remembe they were, but she came home with
these nylons and Dad got really mad. And so yaldcwade stamps for such and such a thing.
BB: How old were you when Grandpa married Ida?

AV: | was 6 and a half, | think. 1 don’t know.khow | was six-years-old when my mother died
and it was only two months | think.

CM: Your mother died in May?

AV: Yeah, May.

CM: It was four months, [?Grandpa married Ida ia thiddle of September?].
AV: Yeah, four months so | was six-years-old.

BB: And then what are some of your memories froghtschool? Where did you go to high
school?

AV: | went to Bear River High, that was in TremontoWe always said it was in Garland.
There was always a.... And | really didn’t like schdalidn’t and | wasn’t the best student, but |
loved sports and | excelled at sports.

BB: What sports did you like playing?

AV: Softball and also singing, | was in the chailpved singing.

BB: What year in high school did you meet Grandpganjell Vance]?

AV: | was a sophomore wasn't I?



LV: | can’t remember.

AV: | can’t remember, | think | was a sophomore.

BB: They didn’'t come out with the sixteen-year-dating rule yet.
AV: No there wasn't a rule yet.

BB: When did you get married?

AV: When | was— he gave me my ring just beforeddyrated from High School. So | was 17.
BB: What year?

AV: 50 and we got married in '51.

CM: You got married right after High School.

AV: So it was '51.

CM: And Dad was a year older.

AV: Yeah.

BB: | don’t remember how Grandpa— When you first garried did you live on the farm with
Grandma and Grandpa Vante?

AV: We lived with them for about two months with &dpa and Grandma, or was it a month.
You know | can’t remember. It was over a month are because this house wasn’t done yet
and finished. It was really fun living with Grarelpand Grandma Vance. And Grandpa he
would always smoke, he had to smoke, and | canm#aehow good he was about that. He
would go outside even when the wind was blowingadd or whatever. It seemed like when |
was in the house he would go outside and have &estmwas very very, he was a gentleman.
He was good about it.

BB: When this house was built did Grandpa [Lowellln the farm jointly with Grandma and
Grandpa Vance?

AV: Um-huh, we went half and half when we got medlti Because Grandpa had had a heart
attack. At that time, he had to either sell therfar [?hire someone to work?]. But Lowell,
when he had his heart attack Lowell was, | thirtk@shman in High School and so Lowell
helped him that four years and when we got mamsiedvent half and half on the farm. But
Lowell, that's when the Korean War started too, lbmvell was deferred because he had to help
his dad. If they made him go in the Army | domiokv what Grandpa would have done. He'd

3 Lowell’'s parents were Henry Clifford Vance and éteNadine Allen.



have to sell his farm. And then | got pregnatyou get pregnant you don’t have to go to the
army at that time. So he was a 4-F-er.

LV: 3-F-er.

AV: 3-F-er.

LV: Agricultural deferment.

AV: Agriculture defer, yeah.

BB: What kind of farming did you guys do on thenfé&

AV: Well we did corn, wheat, and beets. And wHhaealid we do?

LV: Milk cows.

AV: And milk cows.

LV: We had a dairy.

AV: Yeah.

BB: When did you start doing the dairy, dairy?

AV: All his life. | can remember one time, thishefore | was married, we felt really sorry
because we didn’t think Dad had given our dogecdalRup, and our three cats enough milk. So
we drove old [?Lark?], she was an old Holstein c@te was the best milk cow, so gentle and
nice, she was a nice cow. And we herded her innaalkled her up, give her some hay, and then
both of us tried to milk her. But she wouldn’t gigny, | don’t know, it was in the morning so |
don’t know if she’d been milked.

LV: She’d been milked.

AV: | know she would stand there and then she |ldak®und at us like, oh. She wanted to help
us so much but she just couldn’t, | guess. Shewsaspatient and she’d just sit there and let us
try and milk her and then we found out that we daiilget any milk so we let her go. But we
couldn’t have done that with Old Red. She wouldehisicked us for sure.

BB: Did you want to work on a farm your whole life?

AV: Um-huh, yep, I liked it, | loved it, | love thiarm. Mostly it was because of the animals.
We was kind of mean once in awhile to them. Weadddg all my life. | remember Dad

bringing Old Pup home and she just grew up withAisd it was one day when we got a couple
of ropes and got Old Pup and got our red wagomioledand was bound and determined that she



was going to pull us in that wagon and she woudd lay down. She wouldn’t move nothing.
But anyway, she knew anyway what we wanted, buirstsn’t about to.

BB: And then when you got married, on the farm, indr@ some of the chores that you did after
you got married? Did you do any chores or did ymt, what did you do?

AV: I'd help Lowell. | followed him around and iked to be outside. I'd rather be outside than
in. I'd help Lowell feed the cattle; | loved thaAnd we had a dog called Pepper, we had a
couple of dogs but Pepper was my favorite. Anddsheunce up in the truck with us and sit
right in the middle of us. She loved to go out t@ut we had not only cows but we had steers
and we would buy about forty steers, wouldn’'t w&/2 had about forty steers. And this one
year | made friends with this one steer. Oh helmad to be petted. He would just, just a
warm, how do | say it? He loved to be pet andoved to be talked to. And when I'd go down,
I'd call him, I'd say, “Here boy,” and no matter ette he was in that forty his tail would go up
and his head and he’d come over to where | wad'drsit there and pet him, wouldn’t I. And
then he had to be sold and | bawled and | saidywélbcan’t we just keep him?” But he had to
go. And then we had a pig too, didn’t we, JodBuhd out it was Josephine, but | called it Joe.
The boys, Lyle come down one day, and he said, ‘IDaould like to raise a pig and have it
[?you know?] for meat.” And Bart said, “Well meotd

BB: How old were they?

AV: Lyle was just married. He was married.

LV: Bart was married too.

AV: | guess so, yeah.

BB: Oh | remember that, | remember the pigs.

AV: Yeah, and so we had, and | said, “If they hayag then why don’'t we?” And anyway |
made friends with my pig and she knew her name &ite would come when | called and she
come on over and in the summer time I'd get theetaoxl oh she loved that cold water on her.
And then it was time to kill and anyway | told they that come down to kill her. | said “All
you have to do is call her and you shoot her rigdie, one shot and | want her dead.” Because
to kill a pig, pigs are really hard to kill. Anapromised me he would kill her in the first shot.
And then when the meat come | cooked a roast itaN@am roast.

LV: Pork roast.

AV: Lowell says, “Oh this is sure good.” And | dai’fHow can you eat that!” All the meat left |
gave it to you, you was married? (Talking to Carofpu got some of that.

BB: | remember the pigs.

AV: | couldn’t sit at the table and eat little Je@ you guys ate Joe.
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BB: How many kids did you have and what were thaimes?

AV: We had five little babies. And we figured dbat | had morning sickness so bad and with
five children | figured how many years was 1?

LV: Nine times five, nine months times five, how myayears is that? She was sick a long time.

AV: With Bonnie | was, | threw up with her whenvhs delivering her. But we had three girls
and the two boys. Bonnie, Carol, and Val, and therhad Lyle and then seven and half years
later we had Bart. And | was so happy to get higat baby hungry | thought my family was
over. But I'd go to the ward and you know you’e selittle baby and you couldn’t keep your
hand off them. Anyways, and he was spoiled; llyesdoiled Bart. But they were all good
babies.

BB: Speaking of good babies. (Baby fussing in baaclkgd)

AV: Erma Barfuss, her babies had colic so bad dndrofact, not one of my kids had colic. |
think it was the cows milk. | had a sterilizer ayali could plug it in and | would go—and they
drank cow’s milk.

LV: Pasteurizer.

AV: Yeah a pasteurizer. And | could feed with thatlon’t know [unintelligible]. | couldn’t
nurse, and | don’t think the doctors could helpeaitker, because they didn’t know much about
nursing then. 1 woke up one night and Bonnie waig and crying and I'd feed her just a little
and | didn’t have any milk. And | remember thieanght and it was midnight | guess and she
was crying and crying ‘cause she was hungry. lerafrer going down to Grandma'’s that night,
and | said, “Grandma, what am | going to do? Shaiggry.” And Grandma said let’s feed her.
And she went and got some of those canned millshedliluted it and we put Karo syrup in it
and she drank it seemed like half a bottle and shenwas. ..

LV: Happy.

AV: And it was that old Morning milk, canned mi#nd anyway | went to Dr. Moore and Dr.
Moore said, “You're starving that baby,” and soga&e me formula and told me what to do.
And after that it was okay then. And after thdtdn't dare try to nurse.

BB: Did you enjoy being a mom?

AV: It was scary. Grandma raised my kids, Grandfaace, she did. | was just always there at
Grandma’s and if anything happened, well then Iiddell Grandma. Grandma, it seemed like
Grandma raised the three girls, not the boys. #lrelkept tabs on me. | guess she didn'’t trust
me either.
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BB: Were there any things that you did on the féortry and to earn money, that you felt like,
when you and Grandpa owned the farm, or anythkegthat?

AV: Well that was our livelihood.
BB: Yeah.

AV: Yeah, our beets, we really missed the beethieMthe sugar factory in Garland closed up,
we didn’t know what we was going to do. But we madut it really hurt us financially,
because that was our paying crop, the beets. Butaa to cut the corn in and it still wasn't as
much as the beets.

BB: Why did they close the factory?
LV:'76.

AV: But why?

LV: Why?

AV: It was obsolete?

LV: The Church owned fifty-two percent of it ortfffone, whatever it was and EPA was coming
down on them for pollution in the river. | thinkey just figured it was time to get out of the
sugar business.

AV: | think it was dangerous, it was old too.

CM: If the EPA was going to close them down [foerito fix the regulations would they have
had to spend a lot more money fixing things?]

AV: | think. They'd have to build a whole new tlgiit was so old.

LV: I can remember when Andy Campbell, [?he washarge of the water?] at the sugar
factory. And the EPA guy would come and they'ddgevn and what they call a pure break the
water coming out of the tap, the water dumping dowm the Malad River and they’'d done
things that they had told them to do, they'd gaitt thond full of stuff that'd settle out and
anyways Andy he was pretty upset about it he $altgy want that water cleaner than the
Malad River already is.” You know you couldn’t partything back in. So that—that’s probably
why the Church shut it down.

AV: But living on the farm was really fun. We wart but also we played a lot. On Saturdays |
can remember my dad, he was a ball player, andviloeryd play and have games on Saturday
and we would go watch him play a game. And Dagagaahe cornet and Garland had an
orchestra or a band | guess and | know he lovexdiatpthat too, or play in that too. But, when
the milking was done and the chores were all dbkeow we used to sit on the back door steps
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and Daddy got his cornet out and he would playhan ¢ornet and our dog would be sitting there
and he would just sing right along with that coraed he just howl and we’d just get he biggest
kick out of that dog.

And also a lot of the time when the milking was edm@ would go and put his little pair
of over-alls on and we would put our swimming somsand we would walk up to the canal and
with a lot of the other neighbors they would gormswiing in the canal and we would swim in the
ditch next to the canal a little ditch.

And then there would be times when we would playidreye-over and we would get a
ball and they would be some on the front of ourdeoand on the back of our house. And we’d
throw the ball over and we’d catch it and go aroand try to touch the one who threw it and got
to go over on the other side and touch someonewasoon the other side they got to be on our
team and then you’d find out who would be the wimrigut sometimes the ball would go down
the chimney. There was once it did. We lost thié b

Then we would— Ida would bring the radio out. Ahdt’s another thing we’d only
listen to the radio in the evenings. Becauseak tmwo much electricity. Dad always thought you
couldn’t hear the radio, only certain times of ttayy. We would get to hear “I Love a Mystery”
and we’d sit out on the porch and hear that orielsiee in the kitchen. Then we would have it
seems like an orange, we would either have an erangn apple while we were sitting on the
steps. And Dad would have his lemon, he would lzaleanon and he would eat it like you eat
an orange. But that was, and then the neighbowdmasit. We would visit more, we don’t
visit anymore with neighbors. | don’'t even harkdhow my neighbor over here. We would have
time to visit and time for others it seemed likeyrm

BB: Did you like raising your children on the farm?
AV: Um-huh.

BB: What did you have them do?

AV: Beets. They did beets and what did you do @aro

CM: We’d mow the lawn, and hoe the garden, sti# tihat and | know that on Saturdays we’'d
go down to Grandma Vance's and gather and cleas [egantelligible].

AV: That was our grocery money. We would put tinathat’s all the money | could have for
groceries that week.

CM: I remember going down and that was our job.ga&ther the eggs and [unintelligible]l can
remember going down and | can remember feedingagrndscows but it was not a regular job, |
think Grandpa did that and if Grandpa went fishivegwent and did it for him. But we would do
the eggs. But | do remember the eggs that onatelhgible].

AV: We would have chickens too. And the kids wobélp us kill the chickens, they were big
chickens.
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CM: | can remember, you wanted me to cut the héaof @ne, | guess it was supposed to be
that | was the age and | can remember taking tteatad | just couldn’t, | didn’t want to do it
hard and oh-oh, that poor chicken. | think yowaliyihad to take the axe from me and I think |
just went straight to the house and | went anddtefprandma. Because we had that, you know,
our process line where at first you used to datiGrandma’s house, where she could take a
whole chicken and dunk it in hot boiling water drchin remember the smell of the feathers.

Our job was when we were really little to pick thié little tiny feathers. Grandma got the big
ones. But we were the little feather pickers. Ameh she would hang them out on the clothes
line. | guess they were hanging because you’dharm off and hang them on the clothes line.
AV: Yeah.

CM: Then you put them in. | remember the clotles. | just remember going to Grandma’s
house, but then you started doing it in the barn.

LV: Skinning them.
CM: Skinning them and that was a lot better.
LV: Grandma hated to do that because she feltthigeskin kept the flavor in the chicken.

CM: It probably did. There’s a layer of fat undeath it; that's where a lot of the flavor comes
from.

AV: We had good chicken. The chickens now that lyoy in the store.
CM: They are fatty too. We never had fat on otks you get at the store.

LV: It was a different kind of chicken. These waging ones—aren’t really a fat kind. They
was good eating but they weren't a really fattydkin

AV: But you helped with when | would do fruit. Wh we would put up fruit.

CM: | remember going down to Grandma Vance’s arapping beans on her front porch.
Everybody did. It was fun with so many people.a@ma would have her apron. And she used
her apron for a lot of things.

LV: Yeah she did.

CM: It was [an] extra hand for her.

AV: It was to keep her dress clean too.

CM: | just remember gathering up her apron andyaagrstuff. She used her aprons for a lot of
stuff. 1 remember snapping beans, | remember gourtgn her garden.
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AV: We put up a lot. We put peas up, we put bagnsve put corn up, and canned them.
We’d can them throughout the year. And the kidsilidvelp with all of it.

CM: Grandma would sit and peel pears. All fallweuld can and do pickles and all sorts of
things.

AV: Yeah, the kids always felt like they had a job.

CM: | remember another job was to rake; you putBemnd | in charge. | guess if one of us
fell in the belts we could come and get you. | déamow. Or just keep each other company and
straight. But | remember we would do the wind rpwkere before you bailed the hay, we’d go
out with the rake on the back of the tractor apgst thought that was the most wonderful thing.
| loved to get on the tractor and read. That beaing beats any day.

AV: Yeah.

CM: But we’d drive down and everybody would pass ymd we’d have it full throttle and only
be going maybe twenty-five miles an hour.

LV: I think that's the max.

CM: We’d go down to that, the lower place and theke and we got paid. We always knew
where to go and we’d do that. But then Lyle gok@hough he got to have all the fun.

AV: When—I remember going out with Lowell bailingggight. That was a fun, fun time.

When the hay was ready to bail you wanted judtla lew on it. If it was a little dew on there
the leaves wouldn't all fall. And you’d get the @lf; the leaves, the stem, and everything in that
bail. You wouldn’t lose the leaves. So Lowell webwait until the evening until it was kind of
dewy.

LV: When it was bedtime we’d go out and bail hay.

AV: It was dark and | was afraid that he would gskeep because he worked all day hard. And
he’d be up ‘til midnight or so bailing his hay sd §o out and ride and be with him and sit on
the tractor there. That was the most peaceful toriee with my husband. Then once in a while
you’d see a fox, you know, going across the figldhaybe we’'d see some deer. The sky would
be so pretty and then the moon you know. You’'dehtavabout yell at one another because of
the conk, conk, conk, the bailer was really noikywas just fun.

CM: | remember when you would do that. | rememjmard leave and get us all ready for bed
and then you'd go and do that. | can remembefediing that it would give me. | don’t know if
it was romantic or what but as a child it just madefeel so happy, when you did that. All was
well with the world.

AV: | followed him around like a little puppy. Theewas one time, | think it was a hernia
operation, wasn'’t it? We had a four wheeler andvbeld follow me around and | had to bale
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the straw right here by the house and then hehmowas the time when you had to go to
Thiokol; you had to go to work and he said, “Yowtn Ada Jean if you would get that straw
baled and I'll take you to Maddox.” Oh you got hewat four. That was right, and you said, “If
you get the straw bailed here then | will take yodaddox to supper tonight.” And | thought
oh boy! And | went out there and started bailingnd we had a bumper crop of the wheat that
year. So the ball, the straw, it was much easiéatl straw than it was hay because it was
lighter. Lowell went and double rowed the strawtlsere was a whole bunch of straw and |
sheared one pin. And | had a neighbor and he washere that was when he lived over here,
and he came over and he helped me. The one piputiiee one pin in. | went real slow so
you know | wouldn’t shear a pin. When you shepirait stops the whole work and | got quite a
bit done, but | remember that it was just coming #ray and | was turning a corner and | just
got going too fast ‘cause | sheared a pin and Ippda the fence and he says, “Well why won't
you wait until Lowell gets home?” And | said, “Bacse he told me he would take me to
Maddox if | got this done.” He said, “Oh we gotget this done.” And he tried and tried to get
that pin out and | really jammed it and he couldmtl he said “I'm sorry.”

But anyway there was this time, oh, you were itiigaand it was down at the very end
of this field. And he come on the four-wheeler aad, “Ada Jean come here, come here,” and
| got on the four-wheeler and we went down and tan@pa’s yard and then down. And there
was two little deer, two little fawns. And we hidbe kind of quiet we’'d go a little ways and
stop and go a little ways and the mother was a sleewas—she had corn and then we had
wheat there and the bails was all in the wheattlose doe were butting one another and
playing around in the field around the bails areliother was standing right on the edge of the
corn there watching them. And she watched us $gaed we got closer and closer and then
we’d sit and we’d just sit there and when theymgohping around again and it was the cutest
thing to see those little deer butting one anoéimer playing. Then we got closer and closer and
then the mother, she, | don’t know what kind of retu

LV: She signaled them.

AV: And boy and those two just voom and they wasegdown into the corn patch. It was so
fun to see them play. And oh you're tired, yougetdting tired huh? (Talking to great-grandson
on the floor)

BB: Was there anything Grandpa did that you neleton the farm? Was there any thing that
Grandpa would do that you never did?

AV: | could never irrigate. That—I didn’t know howtried once in a while. But | got stuck, |
couldn’t move. It was right out here, and oneh&f tubes, you fill the tubes and one of the tubes
was there and it was all going onto one side aaeeW that | had to get that tamed some way.
So | put Lowell’s boots on and they was clear updee (pointing to thighs) and | went out and |
sunk down clear up to here (pointing at the kneé)wahen the cars go by | went like this
(bending over and acting like she is weeding).

BB: They thought you were working.

LV: They thought you was doing a good job.
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AV: So finally | crawled out of those boots and asvwcovered clear up to here in mud. Then |
crawled to the bank and | got Lowell’s, oh he wootdlied if he’d of seen me. | got in trouble a
lot too. | never could run the corn chopper ortiket chopper, but | did balil.

CM: And you drove the truck. You hauled all thefft

AV: | did a lot of reading in that truck. | reatl four of Schow’s Old Testament books. That
was kind of nerve racking that truck. They wer toicks and then they would load you up and
then you would have to drive it up to Garland te slugar factory and there would be a line
coming from this way, a line from this way, andreelfrom that way. And there would be a lot
of Mexicans. And they would get, oh they were meaean Mexicans they would get right in
front of you and you had to fight to get in andrtivehen they would see a lady well then they
would take advantage. Then there was that onelttoek Old Red, | think it was Old Red the
truck.

BB: Not the cow?

AV: No, no it was a truck and, no it was the otbee it was grandpa’s truck. Anyway | don’t
know why | was in there. Anyway | took it clear apd | drove it up on the hoist, no not on the
hoist. What do you call it?

LV: The ramp.

AV: The ramp and then you would have to get out @m a few things before you could unload
the beets. Well those few things | didn’t do, fitdlgotten up on that ramp and | started it up, the
hoist up, and | forgot you have to get the end,gata have [to] unlock the end gate and when
the hoist goes up the beets fall out. Well, | @irp undo the end gate and | started it up and the
guy went “whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa!” and then he tollwhat was the matter and so |
unlocked the end gate and | went “oh dear,” sontvisom. And the hoist went down and | hit
the ceiling and that guy laughed, he thought that was so funny and | hurt my head. | could
have broke my neck. But the hoist was up not Yeryand | didn’t think that it would hurt at

all.

LV: With a ton of beets pushing down on it; it weltwn fast.

AV: And it went down and as soon as it hit, | hongy head. That guy got a big kick out of me
anyway | unloaded them. And there was another tulmen | went up on the ramp and there was
no brakes. And | just went up there and | stepped and no brakes so | just drove right back
down and the guys said, “Where you going? Whertegmng?” and | said, “No brakes, no
brakes,” boy | had to turn quick and so | come havite no brakes and | had to cross the store,
oh what did | say store for, the road and that passcary.

BB: When did you and Grandpa sell the farm?

AV: Sell the farm?
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BB: Yeah.

AV: That was a bad bad time. | remember Lowell—re@lly didn’t know what to do, so we
was in debt seventy-thousand bucks and we didwwkwhat to do.

LV: That’'s when | went to work out to Thiokol.
AV: Before?
LV: Before we sold the farm. We was okay when wiel $he farm but we was in bad shape.

AV: But we was, | remember, down to Grandma’s beeauny, Grandma was really bad, we’'d
stay all night at Grandma’s. So that we could [t tver and | remember just before going to
bed that we got, we said our prayers and Lowell-a$ yust scared to even look up because
Lowell was just talking to Heavenly Father like ttas right there and | think He was. | was
just scared to look up ‘cause | just felt like Hasaright there and we didn’t know what to do and
S0 we got an answer and we decided to sell our.farat was the hardest thing ever, oh. 1
never want to do that again.

We sold the farm, we sold all of our machinery, amdevery time we sold a truck or
anything we paid tithing and | wrote it down. Atieén we got out of debt we said that we were
around seventy-thousand dollars in debt and we qaidbill, that bill was all paid. Then we
started all over again before our mission. | thimkt if we hadn’t of paid our tithing, an honest
tithing, that we would have never went. | realty d know it.

BB: Do you have any hobbies? | know you do quijtin
AV: Quilting, | do like to draw. But | don’t takéme to do it. | like it, its relaxing.
BB: When did you start quilting?

AV: When | got married. | was—they asked me to kvorthe Relief Society. What did they
call it then?

LV: Homemaking.

AV: Homemaking leader. That's where | learned Howuilt and | really liked it. That's when
| started quilting, when | got married.

BB: Do you sell your quilts or do you just do itfasors?
AV: |l used to. I've got too many grandkids nowcaln’t keep up with them.

BB: Well thanks Grandma for your stories. This baen really fun. Are there any other
memories that you have from the farm?
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AV: What?

BB: Favorite memories like some of your favoritengs?

AV: | love to sing with my girls. We had—we woudthg around the piano that's when | loved
it. We would come home from church and then | wlardually had a roast on. Then I'd have

the potatoes and while the potatoes was boiling amawhile—we—well most of the time.

CM: We sang a lot. We’d do that a lot on Sunda&e’d go in the bedroom with our guitars
and spend the afternoon singing until our voicedgiged or ‘til our fingers got tired.

AV: It was so fun. But Lowell would get really updsecause once in awhile we’d get singing
and I'd forget the potatoes. And once in awhike potatoes would get really done. But that's
when it was really fun. Then we always had homeneng. We had home evening before they
even come out with it. It was just a fun time.n&bimes | wonder if it was worth it. But | think
it was. That's when | really go to—they just startalking. | knew their boyfriends and | knew
what they were doing in school and | listened. Wheu ask it’s just a short answer. When we
would have big pans full of popcorn and also Loweduld have a milkshake, he’d have a
milkshake going. That's when the kids would staliting about their boyfriends and all this.

CM: Just waiting for the, because it took a litthae to do the popcorn and stuff. So we sat until
it was time for treats, | never really thought atoitnat.

AV: And that's when Mom and Dad found out what weally going on. 1 did.

CM: | bet you did. | didn’t even think about thaut yeah we’d actually start talking girl talk.
AV: Yeah, you'd sometimes start fighting. It seehli&e Lyle and Val. Val'd start something.
CM: It was Val and somebody.

AV: Val'd start finicking.

CM: Val and somebody. She would go for the wead, tine one who was more irritable.

AV: Yeah, but it was fun. And then also when yadsskwould all come home for Christmas we
really look forward to that. | can remember thatrmng where it was—Bart was going on his
mission and they give—if you spent so much money’thgive a big white teddy bear with a
red ribbon on it.

BB: Um-huh, I still have it.

AV: Well, golly it cost what five, six-hundred tars you know for him for shoes and garments
and all of that. | got, what, twelve white teddsals for all of you kids.

BB: The scarf has our initials on it.
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AV: Um-huh.

BB: | still have mine.

AV: You what?

BB: | still have mine.

AV: You do?

CM: They all do. You wash it. They've been thrbuge washing machine they wash up good.
AV: They do? Anyways those teddy bears come f&e.fr

CM: Kind of.

AV: | can remember putting all of you was in a bigcle and we took a big picture. And | don't
know where that picture is. But | know I've gopiature holding it. All of you holding your
teddy bears. | loved it when you was kids ance® your little faces, but now you are all grown

up and moving. You're not little anymore. You vadkexcited for Santa Clause. It was just a
fun time, when they get older it's not as fun.



