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TT: All right, we’re here with Sister Betsy Matthewof Rexburg Idaho. And this is an
interview on the date of September 29th, 2005. Eiya is Terry Tlustek. | am the
interviewer and Sister Betsy Matthews is here wghSister Matthews where were you
born?

Betsy: | was born in Ogden Utah

Terry: And if you don’t mind?

Betsy: 26, 1926. So I'm going on eighty years dddighter).

Terry: Eighty years young.

Betsy: That's right.

Terry: (laughter)

Betsy: | like that (laughter)

Terry: That's what my dad likes to say. So, andatv big was your family?

Betsy: My own family?

Terry: Yeah, your, yeah, the one you grew up in.

Betsy: Oh, I had one brother and two other sistatsso there was the four children and
my parents. And we lived in Ogden until | was, wedck and forth from Ogden to Logan
until 1 was six years old. And then at six years, @/hy we moved to Logan permanently
until I was married and started my own married. life

Terry: What were your parent’'s names?

Betsy: Uh, Alice and Robert Paul. Robert L. Pashduld put.

Terry: Okay, and what was your mother’'s maiden rfame

Betsy: Her name was Alice Hobson, and she livetxford, Idaho. And my father was
Robert, uh (pause), well Robert L. Paul. And thaljecl him Lonnie instead of Robert.
And uh, he lived in Ogden. And he was the onlyathihd so his parents had divorced
when he was very, very young, two or three yeatslalon’t know the exact time, but,
anyway. He got out on his own when he was aboutdmt sixteen and eighteen years
old and he became a lineman. So the poles betwdank he told me, Casper Wyoming

into Utah, every other pole he climbed.

Terry: Wow,



Betsy: (laughter) Wow is right.

Terry: Yeah, that would be a lot of work.

Betsy: He was very muscular, strong man, not haaeyny way, but very active.
Terry: And what was your childhood like?

Betsy: | had a very happy childhood. | had a hdpmye. My dad worked very hard. And
like | say | had two sisters and the one brotheraa lived in Logan. And at that time
we lived at seventy six south third east, in Logahich was just across the street from
what now they call, uh (pause), Merlin Olsen P#i&.down on the island, on Center
Street.

Terry: Uh huh.

Betsy: And so we had a wonderful time (laughtegribg the summer time it was the
park that we enjoyed and in the wintertime it wageat big skating rink that was there,
that they flooded all the time. There was lightsisia, warming sheds after a while, after
it got going. And [I] had a wonderful childhood] feally did. And then when | was
about, oh | guess thirteen, something like thatnvweed on up, closer to the mountains
on Center Street, right at the base of the mousithiere, more or less. And had a new
home that was built and it was a lot further anagaehool, that was for sure, quite a
ways from school actually. But from there | wentltmior high and Senior High and |
graduated from Logan High.

Terry: Did you attend college after High School?

Betsy: No, | didn't. | (pause), well by then, wdllring my senior year at high school,
well, | guess it was actually the junior year. Thegught in a lot of military men into
Logan. We had four different service divisions thérhere was the Army Air Corp.,
there was the Navy, there was the Marines andnbisure whether there was Coast
Guard there or not. But anyway, we had four divisioVhether it was two different
types of Army, regular Army and Army Air Force, drdt remember for sure. But no, |
started working as, of course | worked all thromgyrchildhood, when | was old enough.
But we started working in those days very, veryyedihad a paper route by the time |
was ten years old and my parents had cows and solenilk and | helped deliver the
milk in the summer time. Why we were busy on thgtfiarms, up in River Heights,
picking berries and fruit of all kinds, you knowo,Slid a lot of babysitting. It seems
almost impossible now that we would sit for mostha evening and get ten cents an
hour.

Terry: Whew.

Betsy: (laughing) But bread only cost us five cahtmn.



Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: The smaller wonder bread is what | remenabgway. Because | lost some
money one time going to the store (laughter). Bliaks in my mind, cause that five
cents was quite, was quite, let’s just say moreontgmt in those days.

Terry: So, do you remember, | mean being born 2619ou grew up during the
Depression.

Betsy: Depression, yes.

Terry: Is there much that you remember, is therehribat you remember about the
situation with the Depression, something that sticlt in your mind?

Betsy: | think mainly is that we were like so mangverybody else, we didn’t know that
there was a Depression on. We knew that we wesg very frugal and that’s probably
why we all started working, you know, just as sasrwe were able to. And like
President Hinckley says now, “wear it out, make, coake it over, due without,” you
know, why that's what we did in those days. | rerhemmany, many pairs of shoes of
my older sister’s that | wore. And when the solesewvorn out, we put cardboard in it,
you know, so we could make them go a little furti#erd hand me downs. | can’t
remember having a new dress of my own any timendumy childhood. Grade schools
mainly. After | started making money of my own, whye didn’'t ever charge anything,
we always put everything on layaway in those désghter). It seems like most of what
we earn goes on layaway somewhere, hoping for songedlifferent and new.

Terry: yeah.

Betsy: But, we had a happy home. We really hadopyhadome. My parents both were
hard workers. And my mother was very, very activehurch responsibilities. My father,
not so much when | was in grade school, but latdgter years. Why, he wasn’'t even a
member [of the Church] in those days. But in |g&ars why, he joined the Church and
we were sealed to my parents in the Logan TemdS[Temple]. And we went to, uh, |
was baptized in the Logan Temple and that’s kind rity. But | was and it was a
wonderful time. Being born in June, why it was kidal) it was beautiful. | remember it
very vividly. And like | say, my mother was veryeny involved in Church affairs. She
was primary president, Relief Society President\aas involved in our functions at
school. She was PTA president and we didn’'t hayghamy, we really didn’t have hardly
anything at all. Our transportation was mostly bleg, hand me downs of some kind
(laughter), but we walked a lot. We walked a londA really think that that’'s why
maybe some of us are as agile as we are now iolder years, you know, is the fact that
we spent all of our teenage years walking.

Terry: My parents were married and sealed in thgaboTemple.

Betsy: Is that right?



Terry: As well as one of my brothers, my only beath

Betsy: Uh huh.

Terry: And my sister-in-law’s grandfather was atijuthe Temple President at the time.
Betsy: Who was that?

Terry: Uh (pause), Johnson | want to say?

Betsy: It was probably after | was gone from thata

Terry: Yeah it was in the early nineties when tixeye married.

Betsy: Yeah, yeah.

Terry: He had been from that area for a long tiHis.first name was Ivan.

Betsy: lvan Johnson?

Terry: | don’t know, | think one of the branchestlbé family was Johnson, | think | want
to say that his last name is different.

Betsy: Uh huh.
Terry: But so,

Betsy: We had some, President Christianson was aetelally President Raymond was
President and then President Christianson. Andhduhe years that | remember being
more interested in the Temple and what was gointhere, you know why, early
teenage, my later teenage years | should say betaatswas my goal. | always wanted
to be married in the Temple. And actually | was megron the fifthteenth of August
[1945] and the surrender of the Japanese was douheenth of August.

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: And, my husband, in those days they calfesio®n as the young boys, and they
were boys to us, you know as soon as they turrgidesn they were called into the
military.

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: But my husband was able to finish High S¢hexen though he had turned
eighteen, because he had taken some specialhastdlowed him to pick the service



that he wanted to be involved in and so he wepttim¢ navy. But he did graduate from
school and then he left that following week.

Terry: So when you were in High School, obviouslgNd War Il had began.
Betsy: Oh yes, | was actually in the ninth gradewkVorld War 1l began.

Terry: Okay, and what do you remember first abewat] World War Il began in nineteen
thirty nine, but the U.S. obviously didn't get ifved right away until after Pearl Harbor,
directly involved.

Betsy: forty-one

Terry: Right, and what do you remember in High Sifas far as from thirty nine to
forty one when we joined, actively in fighting?

Betsy: Well | think the main thing is that, | tojdu we lived a little ways away from
school, so we took, we either took our lunch oe &g ate lunch there at the High
School. And | remember the lunches were so unusddferent, you know. | mean we
didn’t have much. We really didn’t have very mughtbe school lunches to eat and
everything that they could, | guess rice and magasas mainly the main stay of lunches
as | remember at the time. But, and | worked inltgmeh rooms, both in Junior High and
Senior High. Mainly to get my own lunch, you knai, helped with the serving then |
was allowed to have my lunch there. Oh there wemaany things that | remember, that
we weren’t as actively involved in competitionssihools, especially in high school. We
didn’t have busses that would take any of us anygyh@u know, to follow the teams.
And I'm a sports person and my husband and | mefigh School, we both went to the
same high school. And so | was interested in hismaplishments on the football team
and we weren’t able to go to North Cache or Sowtbh€ or any of those places to watch
our team and to root them on. Just the teamddefiause of the gas and situations like
that. And we didn’t have an awful lot of things dakble to us.

Terry: So what year did you graduate from high stho

Betsy: In nineteen forty-four.

Terry: So you met your husband in High School, véhabur husband’s name?

Betsy: Thomas William Matthews and he lived, in Iigchool, up on Fourth North. He
lived in Logan, | should say, and went to LogantHsghool. And he lived up on Fourth
North and I lived down on the island, so there waite a distance, if you're familiar
with Logan?

Terry: He got to walk a lot.

Betsy: (Laughing) We rode the bike a lot.



Terry: Okay.

Betsy: We both worked at the Intermountain Theat&nsl | started working there when

| was sixteen years old. And he was already workinege. And because the manager of
the Intermountain Theaters, he himself been catiexthe service, it was Mr. Broncle,
his wife took over the management. And so she @tbmy husband, was tall and was
very mature for his age. And so he and one othenganan pretty well managed a lot of
the things that happened over at the Roxy Thelteas at the Roxy Theatre. There was
the Capital Theatre, the Roxy Theatre and the Lijweatre. They was all under the
Intermountain Theatres. And with all of the sermea there we had full houses all the
time, on the weekends particularly. This [the ivieew] is not going from one step to
another, were just going back and forth more s.les

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: But we really did have a lot of things ta ®ldhen | was in High School | was in a
service club and as | told you, these service maumldvcome into Logan and the way that
they came in was on UIC railroad. You don’t remembécourse, because it was all
over with. But they would come in on this, it wapassenger train. And they came in and
we would meet them as they came in and then theydafall into formation, | guess you
would say, and walk to the college. Now that’s g@twalk from main street down by the
Capital Theatre to the college. And we’d have appled cookies and things like that,
that we handed out to them as they came. And themuhey would leave, why, we
would have, we would do the same thing. Only we lddnave popcorn balls that the
service club had made and candy bars and thinggHaét and apples that we would give
to them in little sacks as they left. But there thve been over a thousand men on, in
that area at that time. Have you ever heard of Beiskospital?

Terry: Nope.

Betsy: Bushnell Hospital was in Brigham and thatteere so many of the amputees,
young soldiers would come. And there was a lotdltleat were blind. And we had a
USO there in Logan, it was very, very, very nicedAo those of us that belonged to this
club, as High School students, we would go and takedurns to go to the USO and play
games with the soldiers. They had refreshmentgtangs like and food there for them to
eat, you know. But we’'d play games; we’d writedestto their families, if they weren't
able to. We'd sing songs with them; we’d entertaem with songs, if they didn’t want
to sing with us. And it was, well it was just afdient time for us, because we were just
kids and yet we'd see these young men coming badlsamebody that didn’t have a leg
or an arm, or had patches over their eyes or shateobuldn’t hear. It was, it was a
(pause), it was a hard time | guess. But | thinkualit now and | think about how unified
everybody was. | don’t think there was a soul ig&o at that time that didn’'t know
about the servicemen on campus and for those tii@ @ming from Bushnell. Bushnell
turned into an Indian school after that.



Terry: | know where that was.

Betsy: You know where that is?

Terry: Uh huh.

Betsy: And what it is | don’t know.

Terry: You just, it's when you come out of the pass
Betsy: Come out of the canyon, uh huh.

Terry: It's right there on the right.

Betsy: Yeah. It was a big, it was a big sprawliaghpus, more or less. And the hospital
as well and they would have some of our groupg@bver to the hospitals, you know.
And just, | think more, it was just more of a sé¢hang. To let them that couldn’t get out
and about, let them have a little bit of, what khahy, happy, we called them sunshine
times. And it was a different time. And then whew Inusband, of course he wasn't
married at the time, when he left having seenfathese things and taken part at the USO
and what not, why it was kind of hard to let them g

Terry: | bet.

Betsy: And he went to San Diego for his trainingud&hen after his boot camp he came
home and like | say, it was the day after VJ-Dag ae were married in the Logan
Temple at night. And that’s an unusual thing t@ohé married at night. The Temple
itself had been closed for about three, for jusiabhree weeks actually. And, but so
many of the soldiers were in the area and theyedattt go to the Temple. And he [her
husband] had come home on his furlough on a Suaddyve were married on a
Wednesday.

Terry: So you married before he took off?
Betsy: For the, yes, uh huh, before he went oversea
Terry: So he was more of an occupation troop, ratten an invasion troop?

Betsy: That's right, that’s right. He went overtke Philippines, and just like you say it
was more of occupational. But they did have tinfes they were concerned about
because they went Corregedore. For what purposleda out or whatever they needed
to do and he was concerned about that becauseviasrstill Japanese in those caves.
They didn’t know the war was over | guess (laughihglon’t know. But anyway, |
remember him being a little concerned in his Isttbat he would write home. That they
had been over to Gerigadore. But he was only gomeaabecause being married they



came home on a point system. And being marrie@bteived fifteen more points then a
single and so he was just gone the year.

Terry: How was that for you when he was gone, benagried?

Betsy: Well | held down two jobs. | worked as arkli one of the stores there, was
called a western store at the time. It was justgthe street from the post office, going
south towards the tabernacle. It was an automstw@ and then they turned into a soft
goods store too. So | worked on the soft goods side

Terry: And what are soft goods?

Betsy: It would be clothing.

Terry: Okay, not food?

Betsy: No, uh, uh, it was clothing.

Terry: Okay.

Betsy: And then on the other part of the store naslware. And we had all kinds of
clothing there in that store at that time. And Irleexl there and then in the evenings |
would go back to the theaters and work. And sod ept pretty busy. | know | would
be happy when I'd call home and ask my mom if ttzl imad come and if I'd got a letter
from my husband (laughing).

Terry: So you lived at home during that time?

Betsy: | did, uh huh, 1 did. | was home. Well he garried, | mean we were married.
We didn’t have, | mean in those days they had #aissd not receptions like they do
now so.

Terry: what was that called again?

Betsy: A trussea?

Terry: Trussea?

Betsy: Uh huh, it was just that you actually justifed your girlfriends and he wasn’t
even around for that. He left, he came on a Suaddyhe left on a Sunday so we had one
week. We went to Salt Lake City after we were neariand (pause), | don’t know if |
want to tell this or not, it was kind of funny thgiu(laughing). We had made reservations

for the Hotel Utah at the time and we got.

Terry: That's the Joseph Smith Memorial Buildinguto



Betsy: It is now, uh huh. But we got there so tatg they didn’t think that we were
coming, you know they only hold your reservatioosdertain hours. And they didn’t
think we were coming. And we had a little probleettopg out of Logan, getting the car
ready although we thought he had everything aknatare of. But anyway, we were a
little late getting out of Logan that evening andem we got to Salt Lake, why they had
given up our room.

Terry: Oh no.

Betsy: But they helped us find another place aed thhen we went to register, bless my
husband’s heart. (laughing) He wasn’t used to lpaiwife, he just wrote down his
name. He just registered as Thomas Matthews anddHesaid “and this is your wife?”
and he said “yes, we were just married.” And maybmoked a little suspicious I, I'm

not so sure. But anyway, he says “well,” he saysda you have your marriage license
with you (laughing)?” Which we did. So he put don And Mrs. across the top. That
was kind of funny, but we’ve laughed about thatyfears since.

Terry: Uh, after your husband came home, how easyitfor him to jump back into
regular life as far as how, did he get a job, wbhtwas it?

Betsy: Yes actually, he went up on campus and ha gub, well we were involved with
the government program, you know where G.l. BilRadhts.

Terry: Right.

Betsy: And he went up on campus. And having livexte all of his life, you might say,
since the time he was eight years old, he livedetiagth his aunt and his grandmother.
His father had passed away and so he went anddstagiethem. A lot of people knew
him and maybe for that reason he got right on imteaance. And he wasn'’t a bit afraid
of heights so they put him on preparing the rootha college, on campus. And so that's
what he did until he graduated.

Terry: And what was his degree in when he grad®ated

Betsy: Well it was just a regular (pause), it wast ja regular general,

Terry: University studies?

Betsy: | beg your pardon?

Terry: University studies?

Betsy: Well.

Terry: Just general education?



Betsy: He graduated in industrial arts.
Terry: Okay.

Betsy: Is that what you meant?

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: Okay, he graduated in industrial arts. Ama@fcourse after he graduated why we
had one child by then.

Terry: And what was that child’s name?
Betsy: Thomas, after his dad.
Terry: okay.

Betsy: And then Paul, after my maiden name, was. Batsy Jene Paul was my maiden
name. And so we had our son, Thomas Paul Matthemégwe started looking around
for work and we thought we had a job in Salt Lakiy.(0’he gentleman was going to
retire and everything was all set and then he @elcidat he wasn’t going to retire that
year. So we started looking again. And his parest®, his mother and his stepfather
were living here in Rexburg. And so they asked adoifithere was anything and they
thought maybe there might be some opportunitiethigpyvay. So we came up here to
look.

Terry: What year was that?

Betsy: Lets see (pause), about fifty | guess (paab®ut fifty (pause), huh I'm stretching
(laughing). Trying to remember.

Terry: That’s alright, that’s alright.

Betsy: My son was born in forty eight, and my hugbaame home in forty six. And we
had built a small home in Logan actually, during time that he got back, but my son
was born in forty eight and we come up here iy fitnd actually we came to Saint
Anthony is where he got his first job. And theyddlim they had a building for him. But
they didn’'t have anything in it and he could buildny way he wanted to. So he was the
industrial arts teacher up there. And he builttadl built everything, he built all of his
workshops, and he built everything. And we weredHer seven and a half years and
then we came down here.

Terry: And what brought you to Rexburg exactly? s job or?

Betsy: Well yes, actually. My husband was teacimigipt classes and some of the
teachers from Rexburg were coming up there to $akee of his night classes in cabinet



making and woodwork and things like that. And thsked him if he’d be interested in
coming down here on campus. That they were goimxpand and ask him if he would
be interested as teaching, well he wasn't, it wagsach, huh (pause), let me think. | can’t
think of the exact thing that it was. Plans, whgya draw out plans?

Terry: Drafting?

Betsy: Drafting yes, thank you. He was to teaclitidigafor one thing. And then he had a
small group of young students that was interestadhihis amateur radio, which he was
very much involved in. And so he, they asked hitneifwould be interested in electronics
as well. And he did know a lot about radio and ¢isitike that at the time. And so it was
kind of a combination of drafting and a little bitelectronics work at the time. Of course
that turned out to be his major teaching field elné was here, was electronics. But
you’re wondering what | was doing during all thisé?

Terry: Yes.

Betsy: (laughing) Well when we were in, well | gadike most people, | got involved in
the fall and the summer, or the spring plantingapes and the harvest of potatoes. And
in those days we just gathered things up by thé&dtugou know out in the fields.

Terry: Yep.

Betsy: And then | started working in the potatodshat Parker. And then after that, why,
because my husband was involved in amateur radepbthe doctors, Doctor Fisher in
Saint Anthony, was also a radio operator. And hfe asked me, | mean, his wife was
going to have a baby. And they asked me if | wanddhe and just answer the telephones
until he could find a new receptionist. Well thatrted into a full time job (laughing). So

| did that for about five years while we were upréhbefore we moved down here.

Terry: Do you just have the one child? Did you jogte one child?

Betsy: No, | had my daughter Susan while | wasam&Anthony. And then my son
Robert just as we were in the process of, welldsguthe was about a year old before we
moved down here to Rexburg. So, | had Susan andrRop in Saint Anthony.

Terry: So you had a total of three children?

Betsy: At the time, uh huh.

Terry: And your husband was okay with you workimgl ahat didn’t bother him or?
Betsy: No, he had night classes and | started apgod chorus while | was up there,

because | had belonged to some chorus’ in Logad.v#ren we got to Saint Anthony
there wasn’t too much to get involved in other thast church work, which we were



very much involved doing. But | love to sing anenjoyed being with other women to
sing and so | started the Melodaires. And it'd gbing after all these years.

Terry: Wow.

Betsy: It’s still going and it's a wonderful groamd at Christmas time, and if you're
around at Christmas time, why you might get an ofpmaty to hear them, because they
are really, really good.

Terry: Are they still in Saint Anthony or are thiegre?

Betsy: No, they're still in Saint Anthony.

Terry: Okay.

Betsy: And | guess they have pretty close to abfurty five members, that's about what
we started out with seventeen. But we used to ijgeat the seminary building there.
And | think that they practice at one of the ch@ximow up there, probably the first ward
church. But | was happy to do that and | was trs¢ firesident, because | guess | was the
big organizer (laughing).

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: But anyway, | do enjoy getting involved itoaof different things like that. But
mainly while my husband was gone | just held doettvo jobs.

Terry: How long did your husband work on campusela the college?

Betsy: Thirty-three years, actually he was in chaben he had a heart attack and died on
campus.

Terry: Oh, wow.

Betsy: Yea, that was kind of a dramatic thing.

Terry: Oh, | bet.

Betsy: | was working over at the bookstore at theet | was over there for twenty years.
@]rédtilmwea.ls one of the buyers, major buyers. A sebigrer is what we called ourselves at

Terry: Right.

Betsy: But in the mean time, why | had done, | Hade, | had worked at the hospital up
here and was president of the Pink Ladies. Andd prasident of the faculty women,



when they had all these organizations going. Thi#yhave Pink Ladies, but they don’t
do what we used to do.

Terry: Right.

Betsy: We used to run the cafeteria. In fact weestiathe cafeteria at the hospital and we
used to run it as volunteers. And so were, wedagk pleased that we were involved
with that part of the hospital at the time.

Terry: My grandmother was very involved with thelPLadies at home.
Betsy: Was she?

Terry: | remember her always doing things with that

Betsy: Yea, now | work at the Senior Center.

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: Down here at, I've been down there for tearg after | got home off my mission,
why | went down there.

Terry: You served a mission?

Betsy: | served a mission yes, after my husband ldreent down, the Bishop called me.
Well he knew that the two of us were planning omgmn a mission. He called me to go
on a mission and | hadn’t been very well for a fgars after my husband died. In fact |
was very sick when he died, and he died around,itwgas Homecoming week actually.
And so that was in ninety, nineteen ninety, Homeogmwveek. And after, | was sick then
and | didn’t seem to be able to get on top of etheing. And | guess a lot of it was grief, |
don’t know. But anyway, my Bishop called me in @hdt was Jim Lamph. He’s still

over on campus. | don’t know whether you know hinmot.

Terry: Never heard of him.

Betsy: But, he’s a marvelous teacher and a marsetaividual, he was our bishop at the
time. And he called me and he said, “I'd like youstill consider going on a mission”
And he says, “but with your health,” he says, “Ihot sure just what we can do.” But |,
he says, “so | won't call you too far away fromaseou can get help with.” So, they
called me to Salt Lake City.

Terry: Okay.
Betsy: And | worked in the Family History in theséph Smith building. And it was

wonderful. It was a great mission. | was there ¥eell | was called for twelve months.
But they couldn’t get replacements so | stayed timdy could.



Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: They replaced us and it was fifteen monimel | would have stayed longer if
they did what they do now.

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: They let you go for a little while. | needisdcome home and attend to some
things and | would have gone back. But in thosesdagy released you so, | didn’t go
back.

Terry: Yeah, so what kinds of things did you do?

Betsy: | was involved, | was a receptionist ongheh floor. And we, if you remember, a
period in the church where we sent in four genenagienealogy sheets, to Salt Lake
City?

Terry: Uh huh.

Betsy: You probably don’t remember it, but I'm syar folks took part in it. And a lot
of the third world countries didn’t have type wrigeand things like that. So, a lot of theirs
was done in long hand, you know. | mean just writiat and so we were busy putting all
of those records on the mainframe, while | wase¢hA&nd of course we were taking care
of other businesses too in the mean time. But we werking on computers and putting
that, all those records on (pause) the big commdemn there (laughing).

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: The big, the big one.

Terry: Yep, yep, are there any experiences thatwauld like to share, that you can
remember from childhood, or up through the yea®s or

Betsy: Well | would like to say that | had two manaldren.

Terry: Okay.

Betsy: | had another son and another daughter,\wé&enoved here. We built our own
house. In fact we were at the end of the road, wiebuilt our house here and there
wasn’t anything, anywhere.

Terry: Right.

Betsy: So we live at three, three, three souting thast and so we felt like we were kind
of pioneers (laughing).



Terry: Now everybody is kind of crowded in arouraly

Betsy: (laughing) Yes, yes, I'll say.

Terry: So you had a total of five children?

Betsy: Five children, uh huh.

Terry: Okay.

Betsy: | now have twenty-six grand children, and geeat-grand-children.

Terry: Wow.

Betsy: So.

Terry: And are they spread out all over?

Betsy: | have two children in Wyoming and two chéd here and one in lowa. And it's a
son back in lowa and a son and a daughter in Wygiama a son and a daughter here.
My one son is a coach down at Madison High, hddasketball coach, among other
things that he has, but so, and uh, my daughtes lout in Archer. And she’s a very, very
busy girl. She’s very busy in the church and shegdseat pianist and she has quite a few
students, right now I think she has about twengjrestudents. And her husband’s
Bishop of the Archer Ward and so they’re busy peopl

Terry: Yeah, so you had Thomas was your first artethen Susan.

Betsy: And then Robert and then Mark and then Alesi

Terry: Okay.

Betsy: Okay.

Terry: Sounds good, well that’s all | have for ydujou don’t have anything else you
want to add.

Betsy: Well | guess that one of the main things thao notable about Rexburg is the
flood.

Terry: Right, how was that?
Betsy: Well we were, my husband rebuilt an old ead | think it was about a thirty-one

Chevy, I'm not sure, but we had had it in storage we had just taken it out that day,
out of storage and had gone out to see some frimmdi$o gather some asparagus along



their ditch bank, because a lot of it grew, andweee out in Parker actually. And my
boys were old enough that they were taking cam@pslines up in the fields. (pause) And
where was my oldest son? | can’t, oh he was marnedvas married by then. My oldest
son was married then and so was my daughter, rdahén. And she was living out in
Archer and my oldest son was actually in the haspicause he had been in an
automobile accident and had had a crushed hipe seal in Idaho Falls in the hospital at
the time. And so we had just our youngest daughitérus and the other two boys were
moving their pipe. And being out in Parker, why afi¢he ladies, it was Tom Crapo’s
wife Rita, that called and said that the dam hadkém and that we couldn’t get home.
Because the main roads had all been closed. Butnes that we had a family and we
had to get home, so we went way down in the wastgbaown and came to some of
those roads down through there and came and timee gp into Rexburg. And Rexburg
it hadn’t been hit with water yet, in fact the wabeas just a little past Sugar at the time.
And Rexburg was just as quiet as it could be; thexen’t anybody around anywhere.
And we were in this old car, at the time, tryinggtet home and we didn’t think the car
would ever do over thirty-five miles an hour, bugot up to fifty (laughing).

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: And it was surprising because we had hadadhén the parades for quite a few
years and so a lot of people knew my husband anardywhen they saw us in this old
car on these roads way down west of town, why thiwseknew him would yell at us as
they would roll down their windows and drive alétslower, to tell us to get in with
them, because we wouldn’t make it in time, you kngetting up here. But we didn’t, we
prayed a lot and we came as fast as we could atalh car went fifty miles an hour,
believe it our not.

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: Well anyway, when we got up here, why tled hadn't hit Rexburg yet, so we
gathered around to see where our family was andteaky they came home and then
here started coming some friends, that were in fakat lived in Sugar, that several of
them were professors on campus that worked inaghme $uilding over there, the Austin
building as my husband did. And they wanted to kifatvey could just come camp here
for the rest of the day to kind of see how evenghplayed out, more or less. And we
told them, “of course”, but during the course af thhole thing we had about twenty-one
people here for about six weeks.

Terry: Whoa.

Betsy: And we didn’'t feed them because the camjpascafeteria over on campus was
involved with feeding people and | was workingleg bookstore at the time and that was
about the only place that they could get a lot efiimations and things like that we didn’t
have to much more than cold remedies and aspindyau know just the very basic of
things. But we did have scissors and we did hgve &nd things like that, adhesive tape
and it was quite interesting really. We had pedee all over the house, to be right



honest with you, and some of them we had, likey] &a& six weeks. And they just came
and the only thing | could do to help them is givem a warm bed to sleep in, or a bed
of some kind to sleep in and to keep their clothilggan. And so that's about the main
thing we did at the time, try to give them breakiathey didn’t go over on campus. But
with me working on campus, why | was allowed todavilk, from the campus there to
go with whatever | had here at the house. Andattphrticular time | was pretty well
fortified with, what shall | say, your surplus (hing).

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: But I've never had as good a surplus since.

Terry: Yeah.

Betsy: But now there telling us to beef up again.

Terry: That's right.

Betsy: So, but, I've had a wonderful life heregalty have had a wonderful life here.
And | fell so fortunate to have lived in this aiead been so active on campus. And be
able to participate with so many things on campesause they still give us reductions
for a lot of the activities, you know, and all mgnifily have been here on campus and
graduated and well my youngest daughter didn’t gaéelbut she was very, very close to
it before she got married and quit. But they’reaallive in the church and | think my
temple marriage and my memebership in the churdmanfamily are the most valuable
things anybody could ever ask for. To be so blessetdy greatest joy.

Terry: Thank you very much for your time.

Betsy: Well | hope | helped you in some way.

Terry: Oh yeah, you did, you did.



