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MM: This is Maren Miyasaki. I'm interviewing Flonee Bowman on February 26, 2005
who happens to be my grandma. To start with, whszeur ancestors from mostly from
your side of the family?

FB: My father, my father parent’s, let's see, mgh&a’s grandparents came from
Denmark and my mother’s grandfather and of couesegtandparents came from Wales.

MM: Uh-hum. Did any of them settle in anywhereeetefore they came to the Idaho
area?

FB: Grandpa, well my dad’s grandparents settlddamtua, Utah, and that’s very close
to Brigham City about four miles east. My mothddther settled in Utah close to
Brigham also, in Willard. Then they moved to ufiMalad valley area about the same
time. |think Dad, Dad moved into Idaho 1901 hihk Pleasantview when he was just
about eight years old. Mother, I'm not sure of dag¢e when they moved to Samaria
Idaho, then after they lived in Samaria Idaho fartale they moved to Pleasantview,
that’'s near Malad.

MM: Okay. Were you born in Malad or in Pleasantview
FB: | was born in Pleasantview.
MM: Tell me your birth date.

FB: My birth date is December 28, 1930. Pleasamivs just five miles from Malad,
just a small community.

MM: Tell me about your family, about the kids ingdamily and your parents?

FB: My brothers and sisters? Okay. Dad, Nephil Rasz=n of course was a farmer and
Mother, Ada Hughes Ipsen had been a teacher inrhlyidiah for five years before they
got married.

MM: Wow.

FB: But she was very, an educated woman, educatsom and she liked to teach. She
was a wonderful teacher and Dad farmed and worked &t it. About the time | think
the, | was born of course during the DepressiomDapression was 1929 to 1933. And
there were a lot of farms at that time, Mother Bradl of course borrowed money to buy
the area that we were living on, it was 40 acrespei field, and so they borrowed
money, | don't know, | don’t know exactly how muchcan’t exactly remember what it
was now and they were to pay it back at a cer&mor certain time, and the person who
they borrowed money from, because they weren’t etbieake all the payments was
going to foreclose. He came out with the shediffdreclose and he’d done that with
many, many people through out the valley, all oPdeasantview, Holbrook, all over. His
sister said, “If you do this, I'll never speak towagain,” and so he didn’t foreclose on



my parents. They took another loan out and thesevable to eventually pay that off.
But it was a pretty tough time, so | was the fouttiid born in the, to the family. Do you
want names and so forth?

MM: Yes.

FB: Okay, my oldest sister's name is Leora, andveden’'t given a middle name. She
married Leo Brown so she became Leora Brown. My sister is Iris, and she was
given the middle name of Jane, which was my grarnldens name, my Grandma
Hughes’s name, and she was married to Ray Barkdrtheen when he passed away she
married Nolan Blaisdell. He was her husband #igassed away. And then my next
sister Carol was named Carol Margaret, her middleeawas after my dad’s mother,
Margaret White. She married Don C. Eliason armahttihey came out to Holbrook Idaho,
which is where they'’re at | think 26 miles from Médl And then | came along, and I'll
tell you just a little story about my birth. Ofwse | carry my mother’'s name as my
middle name, Ada. When | was born and | was thetfiodaughter, and my dad was a
farmer, a hardworking farmer, a neighbor came argli$, | don’t remember this, but
they told me that a neighbor came and said, loakénils the fourth daughter and said to
my dad, “You're ruined, you're ruined.” (Both lauigg) So luckily he wasn'’t ruined
forever because then about two years later my erd@inant Ruel, named for my dad,
Grant Ruel Ipsen was born and then later anotherRmster Hughes. So Foster was
given my mother’s maiden name as his middle name—

MM: Uh-hum.
FB: Foster Hughes was just recently deceased.
MM: What are some traditions that you remember gngwp?

FB: Mother and Dad really loved having family tdget. One of the things we liked to
do was go choke cherrying, and so it, you knowh#sd to remember all of the, the
specific things, but I know that we always likedbkh cherrying and Mother would make
choke cherry jelly. Christmas was a wonderful tin@ne funny little thing that
happened that was related by one of the grandeahsve’d meet and have a wonderful
evening, and that would be all of the brothers sistérs and their families. And we’'d
meet and have a wonderful evening, and when DadKelit was getting a little late he
would sneak out on the porch and he would ring sbefls. Then he would come back
into the house and he’d say, “I think Santa Clasga his way. | think you’'d better go
home.” And then Boyd said, “As we would walk owt'd see those bells hanging over
the railing.” He couldn’t think we were smart &atize what was going on, and that was
my dad. Let’'s see. Of course Church was sucly @dnit of our lives because that’s
where the whole community met on thé"af July and ¥ of July. We’d have a great

big barrel of lemonade, we could always depenchaty and we’d eat a meal and put out
a quilt on the lawn. We’d have a wonderful timenogher thing that we did, this wasn’t
just our family, but it was when, when we had acdaeverybody came, not just the
mother and dad, but all the kids came and we’d elatichese old fashioned dances. The



Souvian. I'm not even sure what all of them aréedabut they were a lot of fun, and,
and we danced as children. We’d get out and daglkewith the adults and had a
wonderful time. So, a lot, so much of what we a5 related to the church, but we lived
about a mile and a half from the church. I'm tgyio think of other things that we did as
a family. Dad always felt like it was really impant to travel with the family, not so
much when we were really young, when you know wtems weren't available, but as
we got older he would take us out of school foegéweeks and we would go up North or
to California. | remember going to Mesa Arizondgteof different places. He just felt
like it was very important for us to travel. Wdlkemember going through Yellowstone
Park. Mother and Dad and our family in one car laisgoarents in another car, probably
three cars, and we have pictures of the bears gpraatually coming up to the car and
putting their paws up on the window, so that wagaderful trip. In fact, we were

going to the park one year when they had a terfitdeup there. It had even gone across
the road, and we had to reroute where we were goisg we would be away from the
fire. The, the thing that we did practically evgsar, and this is when we were young.
We would go to Lava Hot Springs and then, maybedwithree days. They have some
nice little cabins right next to the river. Motheould tie the youngest child to the
doorknob because we were so close to the rivershadknew somebody was going to
end up in that river. But we would go and we wosim all day long. Now, it's a lot
different now then it was then. They had an outgmml| and an indoor pool, a great big
indoor pool, and we could go in. | didn’t swinmever learned swimming ‘til I was in
college and I still don’t swim very well, but wewdd go in there and play in the water. It
was the most wonderful thing, and we did that pecally every year. One year, when
Mother and Dad was making potato chips and doughmatwent up there with the

trailer and stayed for a week. We sold potato<hipd doughnuts.

MM: That’s a lot of doughnuts. What about growingan a farm? What were some of
the things that you did like chores and things ttoat did there?

FB: Well, if you can imagine this now four girlgjcibeing the oldest we actually were
our Dad’s farmhands.

MM: Uh-huh.

FB: You know we probably felt like we were a litth put upon because we had to be
hauling hay, and pulling beets, and hoeing potaimed thinning beets, and just did
whatever needed to be done. The most detestdbtiobse jobs was milking the cows,
and | milked a lot of cows in my day. | think oéfnow as being a very fortunate thing. It
was a blessing because we all knew how to workvwandiorked hard. We were never,
we weren'’t treated, | mean we were treated likks gio did what we were capable of
doing. But we, | really never really drove thecta or anything like that, although my
sister did. Of course, the only thing | ever didhwhe hay was be the ‘derrick boy,’
(laughs) when they were haying. We rode, pulltbese up a ways and then we would
back it up and then we would go forward, so thaytbould get the hay up off the truck.
It wasn’t my favorite job, but my least favoritebjavas milking the cows.



MM: Why was it your least favorite?

FB: Well, you had to go out in the morning, andtheaybe milk seven cows, which
doesn’t seem like very many, but if you’re milkibg hand it was plenty, and | did milk
by hand for a long, long time ‘til they got the kat. If you look up milker it will, every
time you write that down it will give a thing fopsll check, “not a word.” (Laughs) And
then, then you’d have to get ready to go to schandd, it was not easy to have a bath
every morning, and you were lucky if you got a batice a week. So it was hard you
know to, to get to school and feel like you wereacl. Then of course every night you
would be home and those cows have to be takero€aneery night. Well, you know, it
was good for me though, | got a lot acquainted ittt of kittens (laugh), and | liked
that.

MM: That's good. Did you have neighbors close byBw far away were they?

FB: Our closest neighbor was about a quarter oile mnd | had a really, really good
friend when | was really quite young. Her name \Rella and I think her last name was
Davis. Well I just, we were such close friends dativays wanted to be at her house or
she wanted to be at my house. | can remember kgoweg out and my mother said,
“No you can’t go over there today. You'll wear qutur welcome,” and | went out and
sat on the side of the road and bawled becausatedd@o go. But we were such good
friends that it'd be interesting to know where ghavhat happened to her. Then they
moved out and the Thorpes moved there, and Gladd aas good friends. And then
most of our playmates were actually cousins becthese were cousins living another of
a quarter mile in the other direction and the athieed, just a few miles up the road
from them. So we just, you know, were attacheokel Grandma and Grandpa Ipsen
moved to Malad or to Pleasantview, | don’t know howch they bought exactly, but
they bought a certain amount of acreage. He weat.ithe banker and asked if he could
take out a loan for it, and the banker said, “We#,ll have to have a cosigner,” because
he didn’t know my grandfather. But he [her fatheaid, “Well, if I've got to have a
cosigner then you can just keep your damn mong@yaugh) And so he did give him the
loan. He must have had, let’s see, at least adt86ast a 160 acres because as the
children married like when my father married myhtatbought 40 acres from him.

MM: Uh-hem.

FB: And my uncle Lyman bought 40 acres from hird &imcle Lou bought 40 acres.
Uncle Lester didn't stay around. He married a fgoin Downey, and he went to
Downey, but each of them bought a certain acreae him. That's the reason I'm
saying that we probably had at least a 160 acrésraybe more because he would've
maybe been farming more.

MM: Did you ever move around as a child or did wbay in the same house?

FB: Stayed in the same house, the house got baggire children grew. One of my
teachers in high school said, “If a woman was eeally satisfied the world would stop.”



Well, it was you know, the house was wonderful addquate, and it was a very nice
house, but certainly like a lot of homes at theenit only had two bedrooms and there
were six children. So there was four of us, fauthe daughters sharing the one, one
bedroom and it was just big enough for two doulgds) and a very small closet, and
small cupboards for our clothes and not much dfriigat now. So then as, as the
children, the family grew then they expanded &litit. They added another bedroom,
and Mother wanted the living room to be bigger, aodhey moved it out where the
lovely porch was. We all loved that porch, it wetsere we played. We got a little
bigger and so now the porch became our living roincle Foster and Aunt Kathy, my
brother and his wife, they expanded even more, rttaslbome bigger and added some
room, expanded that way.

MM: Do you have any other memories about what i Vilkee growing up as child there?

FB: Really, it was so much fun, especially in thater when we had heavy snowfall.
Some times it would be higher than the posts orighee, and so you could go out, and it
seemed like when it blew | guess that would hattlersnow. | think we could walk on
top of the snow. We’d take our sleighs, and waddgt by the hour. And we had two
hills that weren't very far away and we would sleiglide down those hills it was just, it
was wonderful. One thing that | remember so musch goung person, it was just, it will
always stay in my mind. It's one of my favorite maries. We had to walk, not even a
guarter of a mile, and there was kind of a, olslege what was it we called, a spring.
There was a little river, not a little river, butittle creek. That just flowed through it, and
it was shallow and it was clear as well, and thvess kind of a makeshift bridge over that.
They called it the Hollow, and Mother would somedsrtake us down, and a lot of the
time we’'d just go down ourselves. We’'d go dowrnr¢hend play in that water. Water
has a fascination for children, and | can rememsbarding on that little bridge and
picking up some stones and then were places where where willows and you could
hide and run and it was, it was, to me it was iikeas an enchanted place. | loved that
place. It will always be one of my fondest memeri®©ur family, the family used to get
together a lot. We used to play, and we playedegachildren are not even aware of now
like kick the can, and don’t even know how to pilagnymore. Somebody, we would all
hide and someone would kick the can. We weredremmething, | can’t even
remember and we played hide and seek, and we ptagade called guinea peg, and
none of the family can agree whether it was Giney pr guinea peg. Mother would take
like a broom handle and we’d make it, make a lgtlert thing maybe about four inches
long and you’d sharpen it on both ends like yowagencil and it would be round like a
broom handle and then we would take kind of a paddd you could hit that one end,
and it would go flying, probably kind of dangeroasd it would go flying, | guess we
must have had goals or something that we weregntyirget it to, then the next person
would come up and hit it and try, | guess to géitk to the other goal. | can’t
remember exactly how we did it, but that was al filamily could remember that,
remember that how much fun that was. So thereaWasof really fun games that we
played, and we did it mostly with just our cousiesause there were a lot of cousins
living there. We had a lot of memorable fun; werdi work all the time.



MM: (Laughs) You had some fun too. What are somneenaries you have about going to
grade school and junior high?

FB: When it was first organized there was, they &dittle two room school house. It
served as a school house and as a church. Bintbd went to school they had, they
built a three room brick school house. It was vegry substantial, very nice. So in one
room, and I, | went when | was six years old. éggimy cousin wanted to go to school
and they took her in, | think when she was onlgfiand then they decided that she was
too young | think. They had her quit, so we weréhie same class. She was my very
close friend. But there would be four classest fpades in one room. And our teacher
was wonderful Effie, Effie Pilgrim. Oh we just led her. And she takes the first class,
the first graders there was six of us you sedjerfitont of the room sitting on small
chairs, and she might be teaching phonics, teachmglphabet, working with the first
grade. The other three classes then would hegsdt their desks doing their work that
she had assigned them or if they had their worledbay could go back and get a book
from our small classroom library, probably woulds&em much today. In fact, | found
out, there was a book and | have never forgotteft talledAb the Caveman, | think that
was the book. It got me to learn to love to reamt] | found after all these years that one
of my brothers and one of my sisters that was flaswrite book as well. And recently, |
was able to go through interlibrary loan and gebpy of it, and because it's out of print,
it's been out of print for many years | made a ctpymyself, and | have a copy Ab

the Caveman. | think it was published in 1919. But anywayattlwvas, that was what
started me to reading. | read it since then. ndsa bad book. Anyway, so then we
would just, | guess in a sense that kind of teagbesdiscipline because she couldn’t
really be up there in front with five or six chiér working with them and having the rest
of the, the rest the students, you know—

MM: Goofing off or something.

FB: And so | don't remember there ever being a peablem, and when she was through
with us then she pulled someone else up, and wédvgausit. We always had music. |
can remember some of the songs we did were likee ‘Baggage coach ahead.” We'd
sing real songs that were familiar, but | love timaaybe that was part of where | began to
get my love for music. I, | always loved the muysind we had a rhythm band. It was
always my lot to play the sticks. | always got #ieks, there’s not very wonderful.

MM: Not that exciting.

FB: But, then in, in the other room, of course vaél lan entrance way where you came in
and hung up your coat, take off your coat, and tdkgour boots and so forth. So then
we would get, we’d go into our room I've just kinfildescribed and then the other room
would be the, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighthdgraand there would be one teacher for
the first through fourth grade, another for theeothrades. There was an extra room, and
| think we probably used it like in the winter whignvas cold outside, but mostly it was
used to prepare hot lunch for us. My mother washigad of the PTA. She started that
program—we didn’t get hot lunch before. Otherwisewere taking our lunches from



home. She was one of the ones who thought it mpsntant, and so we had hot lunches.
And then during the war, | was always jealous & tme family because that family was
big. Because they were big they had enough stémapshey could buy sugar, and so
when they would serve us this grape fruit juicd thas so sour, they would bring sugar
and put it in. And then Friday or it must havemdé&ursday, anyway there was one day,
must have been Thursday because we could, we bealdthe cook sorting the beans.
That meant the next day we would be having chibeans of some sort. But my Aunt
Ella Ipsen was our cook, and she was wonderfulth&owas good, some of things |
remember going to school there. It was a wondextpkerience. | couldn’t wait for

school to start, and they’'d think | was crazy, dlaer kids. They always thought | was
funny because | liked school, but we had wonddnfués at recess you know. We,
chasing each other around, the boys chasing tiseagid then we had a little play house
out in the corner, and, let’'s see, we’d bring aolisdand play with them. We’'d play soft
ball. My cousin and | were the only girls on theyts softball team because they didn’t
have enough boys, and so we did—you know it wasdedal. It was a wonderful time,

| like thinking about it. | don’t think about itevy often. So we went eight years there in
Pleasantview and then we had a big graduation @amgml can remember our theme
song was “O Sole Mio,” and then each of us woulehalittle part on the program.

And then we would go to the big metropolis of Maldoid you want me to talk about
high school now?

MM: Yes.

FB: So for a long time, maybe | should mention thairder to get to school before cars
and buses were available, my brother-in-law LeonBrdad beautiful horses and he
would pick up the children. It was like, probalike a four mile square that he would go
on to pick us up. But what we rode in was likey@s a wagon with a cover over it and it
had seats down both sides. So we were kind ofsbguakin there. He has a little bitty
stove up in the front that he would put wood intseasn’t quite so cold, and | can still
see Leo just sitting there in that little seat witk back to us. He would sit in there, and
those horses would plod along, and he would go pickvery one of those students,
probably three or four miles. 1, I'm not positigéit [but] probably was four miles in
that square there, take us to school, pick us ugnvelchool was out, and do it again.
When winter hit, the runners would go on the sleighen when they, later they got a
pickup that had a cover over it the same way, an@sn’'t as big. | guess it worked okay,
but eventually they got so they had school busesegack up kids. By the time | was in
high school we were on school buses. That wasydreghtening to come out of a little
two room school house and go to high school. langtl there the very first day. Her
name was Bonnie Harris, and she and | became \@sg triends all through high school.
She was a very good friend; we kind of leaned am ether until we got out of high
school. That was a good experience. You have stisappointments and you worked
them over. You think that you should do this andltat, and it's not always that way
you know. First of all, my great disappointmentswavanted to be in Pep Club so bad,
and at that time you were voted on by, | think ésvall the boys, of course | didn’t make
it. I wasn't one of the real popular girls, sotthhout just broke my heart. And | look
back on that now and think that was stupid, buibait time it was really quite traumatic.



| think the thing that saved me in high school, twinade high school really wonderful
was the music. My sister and | played claringhimband, and the last year and a half |
played oboe. The band teacher said, “We need a plager” and he handed me an oboe
and a book, and said, “Learn it” (Laughing). Anddrned to play the oboe, and | played
that for a year and a half. And of course | alwsgsg in the choir, and | went to the
festival and sang solos sometimes. Interestinigaih@ of my teachers, well one of the
judges that judged me as a high school studennieoay teacher when | went to BYU.
Dr. Halliday was his name. And it was really thapect of high school that really was
wonderful. And we had some excellent teachersvantad one that | would swear that
he was reading a funny book behind his book. He avee that said, “If a woman was
ever satisfied the world would come to an end.” aiMther things? The other thing that
| did a lot of was Future Homemakers, we calldeH® like the boys had FAA, Future
Farmers of America we were Future Homemakers ofrigae | don’t know if they even
have that anymore. | don't think so, but it wast jdome EC [economics].

MM: Uh-hum.

FB: And I, you know we learned to sew and we ledriwecook. | can remember one
time when she thought we should learn the ruldeatball. So she had these husky
football players come in there and draw on the ddaw this football game, these
football game was supposed to go. | never dichleaxv, very much about it, but | used
to go to football games. We had a place thereth®st called, let’s see, the LaGrand Hall
where we had dances every Saturday night. Theythag had a live orchestra, and you
didn’t have to have a date to go. Most people stad, and enjoyed dancing with
everyone. Everybody, | don't think wouldn’t jusirtte with one person. Everybody
knew everyone, and it was really fun. Oh, thesiree torn that down and now they
have built something there that is called the La@r&pa or something like that, the
LaGrand Plunge. So that was one of our excitiimggghl can remember. Dad and
Mother always made sure we always saw every Shikggple movie that came to town.
We didn't, it was several miles out, | guess weensgven, about seven miles out. The
church was about five miles, so we were far enaugtthat you just didn’t jump into the
car and run into town, you know all the time. By always made sure that we got to
see a really good movie when it came, and we hadrymities to go to all the dances.
Dad would sometimes bring us in and just sit indae wait for us while we went to the
dance or to the show where ever we were goinginkthe [would] rather come home
than stay in Malad. You know life was differenathit is now. We just didn’t have, we
didn’t have the resources to, the automobiles teenawound like people do now, and
that was fine because nobody else was doing ieritAnd so you didn’t feel like, you
know that you were put upon because all of youggors and all of your friends were
in the same boat. They were all poor, and we textyof food to eat and a nice home
to live in, good parents and spent every eveniggtteer playing games, playing rook,
putting together cross word puzzles. What moreycanask for then there were. | really
didn’t have television so we listened to Amos amithp and let’'s see The Lone Ranger,
you know things like that, and that was part of lifiersimple things, simple things like
that.
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MM: Did you have anything else you liked to do loes music and games while you
were in school?

FB: Oh | guess, maybe with my Home EC [economitsiever, never liked history
because, partly because | didn't like the teadnatr) now | love history. That | must
admit is one of my favorite subjects. While in@chl had to take it and | didn’t really
care for it that much and of course just goinghgames when we could, going to
dances.

MM: Okay. Do you remember any interesting vacationoutings you took with your
friends or your family?

FB: Well, like | mentioned Dad always wanted usrawvel, and as we got, as we got
better cars, and as we got older then we took lotmigs. As you get older sometimes
you don’t want to go really bad. | remember trst tap we went on | think | was a wet
blanket all the way because | really didn’t wanb&there. But I'm really grateful to
Dad who found that important for us to travel. W, we did quite a bit of that and |
can’t even remember all the places we went, butweewent, we’d take time off for
three weeks. That's when | was in high school?

MM: Really?

FB: And we would be out of school for three weeksva were going on that trip.
Maybe, it was not that long. He’'d keep us outabfo®l for three weeks for the potato
harvest, and we didn’'t have potato harvest likg th@here in Rexburg. But it, it'd take
us three weeks to get out 90 acres of potatoesvihaltl probably take a day now.
That’s the way we’d make enough money (laughsy$oto buy our school clothes.

MM: Okay. You went to BYU College right? Did y@o anywhere else besides Utah?

FB: My dad, my dad really wanted me to go to Utédite§ and my sister had gone to
Utah State, but my older sister had gone to BY Ubfoe semester, Iris had gone to BYU
for one semester. Leora got married right outigh Ischool, and Iris went one semester
to BYU, and then Carol went to Utah State for arymsore she got married, but Dad
wanted me to go to Utah State because it was cldskmn’t know | just had in my head
that | just wanted to go to BYU, at that time | wastty determined and at that times it
was financially possible for me to go. My paremslly prepared me to go there so |
went there for four years. And looking back on sashthe things, the letters that I'd
written during that time, it took me 18 dollarsttoy all my books. When I think of
about what it takes now that wouldn’t even buy boek.

MM: No.
FB: And when | think of the cost. Clothes in thasg/s was | guess 70 cents or a dollar.

| guess | always played it fairly frugal, tryingtrto cost my parents anymore money then
was absolutely necessary. But they were very d¢eitidg me go there, and | was able to
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go four years. | guess the reason | needed, sovaetermined to go there not knowing
at the time that’s where | met Jack, and | wouldendave met Jack if | had gone to Utah
State.

MM: That true.

FB: So, it was BYU for me and there was only myselfl one other person that went to
BYU that year from Malad. Sometimes, | wish thattd come to Ricks College. |

didn’t really know much, anything about Ricks Cgke In those days, when we talk
about Ricks College it just wasn’t the popular thin do. It was small and really nobody
talked about it, but | did see that the people Wad went to Ricks College for two years
and then came to BYU after they been here for tear yt—they just fell into things so
easily because they had all sorts of opportunitiessmall situation where at BYU you
were a small frog in a big pond. And it took fourars for me to get to the point where |
was even having some opportunities like singinthenoperas and singing solos in the
choirs and that kind of thing. | don’t know ifvitould have made any difference if I'd
come here to Ricks or not, but | did see that Wwascase, in, in most cases that those who
came from Ricks had the opportunity to do a latharigs that they wouldn’t have done in
BYU had they went there first. And when they wenBYU they’d had that experience
that they fell into more.

MM: Did you always have your degree as music?
FB: You mean did | always want to do that?
MM: Uh-hum.

FB: I guess | did. | started right out, right auharmony. It was hard. This man that |
said was my judge in one of those festivals wadarynony teachers. We called it
harmony. It was theory | guess, and it was noy &asme. The rhythms were easy, |
could do those rhythms like everything, but theeléng part was very hard, trying to say
what a certain cord was and where it was and yip&t of thing. That was hard and so |
struggled through that for a year, on theory. Holliday always encouraged me, he said,
when somebody comes to me and wants, you knowrec@nmendation, for a teacher
or something like that they don't always look dtyi@at the grade. They like to talk to the
teachers about how much, how well that person wiantgork. So, he just said, he just
kept encouraging me and he became my voice tetluheext year. He was, he was a
wonderful teacher and encouraging. So |, | relallynk right from the very beginning
music was my major. Was it two years that reqlireory? And sang in the choir all
the time | was there. | never did anymore withinstrument. | was never a very good
clarinet player or a very good oboe player, (Langhi

MM: (Laughs) | never even knew you played those.

FB: So | didn't, | didn’t go on with those, but wa you know was what | was mostly
doing. |sang at a lot of recitals, actually eshde singing at a senior recital at BYU,
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and then at that time Jack and | had become vergl feends and then he became my
pianist, my accompanist, and played for my sereoital. And then we went to Malad
where | sang my senior recital there too. It wast af fun. We filled the church house.
That was fun. So, and because Jack was a musigish |, | met him when | was a
freshman. You want me to go on with that now.

MM: Sure.

FB: I met him when | was a freshman, he was a see drove, we drove home
together, not drove home, but we, we rode homelegén someone’s car one day. He
was going far as Shelley and | was going to Madeudl, we just talked and talked and
talked and got to be really well acquainted. leraeally started going with him ‘til |

was a senior, but we were friends all through galleSee if | had gone to Utah State or
even Ricks College you know for a couple years lilddnave never met Jack, but we
became very good friends and if Jack knew you ¢receever forgot you. So | just
followed his career actually because he was theaesyahead of me so | [would] always
go to all his recitals, and | kind of kept trackvahat he was doing, and then we somehow
got together the last year. He was doing gradwat&, and | was finishing my degree,
and that’'s when we started going together, atttivet. So, but music was my main focus
| remember | took painting and that | played volbal, | liked that. | did take bowling,
and of course | had to go and take history andlitbaake English and write papers the
same things as everybody else ever does. It wwassia good time particularly as | read
my letters now, | didn’t have any idea how muchgsig and things | was doing down at
BYU when | was up there. And | was singing a tmiing places in or around Provo.
Music was a big part of my life while | was there.

MM: That's fun.
FB: Okay.
MM: (Laughs) It still is. Tell me how did you gugsd up in, in Rexburg?

FB: Well, when Jack and | were married he was tegcim Pocatello. He had his
master’s degree, and he was teaching a lot oferstadents in Pocatello. He had, he
lived in a home there, a nice home on, on Maine$tiso we, when we got married that
was where we lived first. We lived there for quatevhile, and then there were about
three different people teaching lessons, somearhtupstairs, some in the back porch,
some on the front porch. It was just so hard b#iege when Jack would be gone
teaching in American Falls and Aberdeen and I'th@me alone and have a couple kids,
little kids. It was so noisy. We moved into a si@aplace so they were quiet. It was just
enough for our piano, which was about the sameaieghat we have now. It took up
about half of the living room. Anyway, we livedetie for a brief time, | don’t know
maybe a year. Then, Jack’s teacher, former teduberame was, they called him
Professor Clive, I'm not even sure what his firaine was, but he was a teacher that used
to teach this whole area here. He’'d go from Ash&aint Anthony, Idaho Falls, Shelley,
and that’s who Jack first started his piano lessith. Well, he decided, and he lived in
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Idaho Falls, he had a lovely home there, he dedimgedanted to retire. He offered Jack
the opportunity to buy his clientele, with the stats he already had, and as we talked
about it we decided to buy the home and the clienti | remember we paid twenty-five
hundred dollars for those students, to be ablettirue on with them, plus of course the
home. | don’t remember what we paid for that,ibutas less than | know we’d pay for

it now, but it was really a nice house. And sdkJaad two rooms downstairs, now we,
now we were in Idaho Falls. Okay we lived in Pettatand Idaho Falls. So Jack had
two rooms downstairs. He taught—one was the waitiom and the other one he taught
in. Then, | taught upstairs in the living roomdame usually had a babysitter to tend the
children in the kitchen or outside if it was goodather or sometimes we’d have them
take them down to the park or something. | usuadlg about 30 students, who kept me
busy and seemed like a lot now. We did this feeseyears and Jack decided he really
wanted to get some further education. So we loogtadted looking into it and went to
lllinois, Champagne lllinois. Well, first of alhe decided that we would, we would make
a tape and send it to two or three schools.

MM: Uh-hem.

FB: Making a tape, and especially with the fa@htthat we had in those days was just
almost impossible. We got, we’d tried and tried éed to work, get this tape made. It
was on a reel to reel. It was, a hard work, arydif know that you have to stop because
you made a mistake you have to go back. Well agytie tape never materialized.

And so we decided we would have to go there, first, of all we made one trip, | think
we went to, | can’t remember if it was Indianatstttime or not. | know we went to
Champagne lllinois, we probably did go to Indiand,ehe was hoping to get some kind
of an assistantship so he could you know getla htiboney to help him. When it came
time for him to audition he, | think he flew backdadid the audition and so forth. He
didn’t get the assistantship the first year. Hegkt it the next. So we were there for two
years and it was a wonderful experience. | hamhtaktic voice teacher. Jack had a
wonderful piano teacher who came from the schétd.was such a fine man, just a fine
person, he just, | don’t know, encouraged Jackhallway. This man was from South
America, maybe Chile | think and he was, he wasguslessing in our lives and then like
| say | had a good voice teacher. The childrendwat schools. We lived in student
housing, which were old army barracks and therelavbe eight families in each of those
barracks, but there was room for the children toand play and pick blackberries and
raspberries, oh wild raspberries and things like, tvild strawberries. They loved it.
We'd been there two years and | was working as,welbrked first of all in a
department store and then | worked one summer liigtary teacher there. They had
people coming from all over the country and thewlddoring questions about Russia. |
was kind of like a secretary and photo girl, I'dopdcopy and things, and | used to make
them bread and take for him to eat and thingsthi¢. Well, two years and then they
changed the, the curriculum for Jack so he would have to go two more years to get
his doctorate, and he was just plain tired. Hewhs working as well as going to school.
He was tired so we had the opportunity, Dr. Hilldhrom Ricks College had invited him
to come to Rexburg and to be their special piaaohter. He wouldn’t be a part of the
faculty, but he’d have as many students as he waatel I'm sure he must have had a
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hundred students a week. He was teaching commstoitients and he was teaching
college students. | had 50 students, | don’t khow | did it, but | was teaching college
students and community students, and singing iopleea that first year. | don’t know it,
it was busy and Jack and | were probably able tthdbin those days. So that's how we
ended up at Ricks College. We’d been here a waarJack was looking into another job
opening in Utah in Cedar City and when they gotdaohthat they called him in and
offered him a fulltime teaching position. So thathen he got on fulltime on faculty,
which made it so much easier. | think now he Wdsawving to teach so many students
and he really liked it, teaching theory and a cfg@iaso, and you're always teaching,
teaching (Laughing).

MM: Tell me about your family (Laughs). Childrdrknow about them, but for the tape.

FB: (Laughs) Well, our oldest daughter, our old#sld, and our only daughter was born
in Pocatello and our oldest son was born in Pdcatel’s see, and then that was, it was
after they were born that we made that move todd&dils. Then the other three children
were born in Idaho Falls. Let’s see Lisa doesaiteha middle name, then Deren was
given Ipsen as his middle name, which is my maitEme so they were born in Pocatello.
Then we moved to Idaho Falls, Paul Frank was hotdaho Falls. Todd Ruel was born
in Idaho Falls on his grandfather’s birthday whoaene was Ruel. Which was
Thanksgiving Day, and then John Scott was bordamd Falls. And, we lived, we lived
like | said in a lovely home in Idaho Falls withbig back yard. I'm sure that they all
played ball. 1 can’t remember, maybe they wereldtenough to be playing ball at that
time, but Jack would give the kids lessons onaewhile, and I'd try to carry them
through during the week between lesson, but sonestitnwas like a lesson a month. So
Lisa and John, the oldest and the youngest hadlede®ith their music and Paul has
done very, very well with the vocal part of it, Behe one that has done the most with
singing. The other two, when | said to Todd, whergot to the point when he could
kind of play some of the hymns | said, “You cantowre on or you can quit,” and he
said, “I quit.” Now he has a son who’s magnificentthe piano (Both Laughing),
making up for all he never did. Well, what elseydo need to know about children.
Well, they all went, they all went to Ricks Colleged we were fortunate because Jack
was teaching there full time when he died, andoofrse he died in a tragic car accident
in 1972, but because he was full time there whepassed they all went to school tuition
fee, and they all lived at home. None of them eemmed to think it was terribly
important to live away from home, like you Mareaughs).

MM: Or like me and Joel.

FB: Maybe they would like to, but they never saidam about it, so they lived at home,
we just lived a half a block from school, so it vedways easy for them to get wherever
they needed to go. And Todd did go to the Universi Utah for one semester,
University of Idaho | mean. So, let's see whaeelbout the children, Lisa, is very, very
bright, and because of her good grades she was gine of the Spori scholars when she
graduated from Ricks College. | think about thoé&éhose were given a year when she
was here, that gave her tuition, free tuition attBWhich was a blessing. Deren when to
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Idaho State for a brief time and then on to BYW] &e was in agronomy, and now of
course he’s a golfing supervisor of the golf coumskelaho Falls. Paul graduated from
Ricks College and went to BYU, and he went intbimk mechanical engineering. Todd
graduated from high school, and, but he never gitedufrom college, but he has since
found his vocation. He’s in, in construction aradshexcellent at it, and really made a
name for himself in that. And then John gradudttech Ricks College and went to Utah
State. He graduated with his bachelor from UtatteSwith Clarinet as his major
instrument, but he also plays the piano very, wvegl}, and then he went down to, let’s
see from there he went I think he went and taugWest Jefferson for a couple of years.
I’'m not sure how long, and then he decided to gBY&J and get his master’s degree.

MM: Uh-hum.

FB: So he went there and finished his master'seeg@nd he now teaches at Mountain
View in Orem. He teaches band, and he’ll be ue Inext week so they can have their
Jazz festival. So Lisa, the oldest and the yourugese done extremely well in music and
both of them are deep into music. Like | say, Raukry talented in the vocal area, and
they ask him to sing in the Messiah about every yethe Seattle area and then |
mentioned that Daren is in the golf business aritiTis in the construction business.

MM: Alright, I'm going to change topics now.
FB: Okay, that’s okay.

MM: It's about the Church. What apostles and Prépkde you remember as you were
growing up?

FB: President Grant was the first prophet thatember.
MM: Uh-hubh.

FB: And he was the prophet for many, many years, pist, he was the one that
actually set my father apart for his mission in Q94ut he wasn’t the prophet then. He
was an apostle. So | remember President Grantdi@yevell we probably saw more of
them than you do now because we had conferencesirfoes a year.

MM: Really.

FB: And every conference one of the general auikerirom Salt Lake would be there to
speak to us. | don’'t remember President Grant kgniie probably did sometime during
that time to speak, but | know that there was atyaye of the apostles that came and
spoke to us. And I think that's where | gained testimony. It was based on their
testimony for a long time, just feeling that thesen are so wonderful and so great, and |
am just so impressed by them that they believéhil] therefore | do. | didn’t mention
when | was at BYU my dad wanted me to go on a imisso bad. He always wanted to
have a missionary, and | think | was 20 years aoldl lze wanted, he asked me if | would
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come home, and be interviewed for a mission. Awddn’t really excited about doing it,
but it's my dad and | love him and I, | did. Insa home, and well just to Malad because
there was going to be a general authority there yan had to be interviewed by a
general authority. But | wasn’t old enough | hade 23 in those days.

MM: Really.

FB: To go on a mission, so they, they wouldn’twaldn’t even interview me. | can’t
remember who it was, but he wouldn’t interview nigut Dad wanted me to go on a
mission so bad, so he had to wait for his boysesoduld have a missionary. Yeah, we
in, in those days if | remember right it was 21rgefar the men and 23 for the women.
And you know by then of course, I, | actually didgét married ‘til | was 23, but I, of,
kind of given up all ideas of a mission by theret's see where were we at. You were
asking me what.

MM: About prophets and apostles that you remember.

FB: Oh, okay. The other, the other, let's seenfta@member after President Grant was
it George Albert Smith? Anyway, he is one thatdtmpersonally because our, our MIA
teacher took us to Salt Lake, and | can remembeadstg in his office with him talking

to us. Then of course when | was at BYU, Presitéciay was president, and he was
president for a long time, and we used to go uppatravery conference and sing, the
choir, when | was in at BYU, so | never really ské@nds with him, but | could
remember, you know being very close to him as weews@ging in the choir. And then
after President McKay, President Lee, well | thih&it President Lee was only President
for a very short time. What | remember about Riers Lee was when, when he came to
here to Ricks College to speak once. | think is\whortly before he died. He, he died
very suddenly. | don’t think anyone knew he wsail least many didn’t, but he gave
the most wonderful talk. I'll never forget the fieg that | had, and one of the things he
said, two things that he said, one thing that thedlwould never allow his Church, he’d
never allow his prophet to take the Church astaag, the other thing was that he said he
was going home and trying to be a better vessdlpanbe better and he was the prophet.
We all loved him. Then after him then came Presid@mball because they were both
called almost at exactly the same time, and ontabse President Lee was interviewed, |
think or called because you know at the same tiims,did he become the prophet, and
then President Kimball after him. President Kinhipads of course the prophet for a long
time, and |, we all revered President Kimball. éel that wonderful voice, you know.
He didn’t think it was a very good voice becausgoit real raspy when he had that
surgery. | heard the recordings of him when, spegWith his normal voice.

MM: Uh-hum.
FB: And it's just President Kimball.

MM: It doesn’t sound like him at all?
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FB: What?

MM: It didn’t sound like him at all the way you rembered him before he got his
surgery or after?

FB: Well, what was the question you're asking? D&bund like what?
MM: Why, why did it not sound like his voice?

FB: Oh well, we knew him for so long with that rgsmice.

MM: Oh.

FB: That when you hear his regular voice, the vbiednad before he had the surgery, he,
and because of that surgery he always had a mpailly of a raspy sound to his voice.
And in fact, | guess it was, | think it was whewént on my first mission that | wrote a
letter to him and | told him that | love that voiaed that [is] the voice that | always knew,
and | because he was always saying how much hketighat voice you know, and | got
a nice letter back form him thanking me for mydettBut he was a great man and what |
remember particularly about him was coming to RiCkdlege. | remember him telling a
story about twins, twin boys, and how one of theewgup to be you know stalwart in

the church, it was a wonderful talk, and it woukldgood one to get sometime, and how
his whole family was strong in the Church. Nowe tither boy went the other direction.
He went and then the other boy the whole familytveen of the Church. How they had,
how much of a person’s life can be shaped by theaients. That one of the things that |
remember about him. | remember the times spealtisgnference and different places.
When they dedicated the monument to women he veas,thnd he talked there, but we
loved President Kimball and after President Kimidib came next?

MM: Then Ezra Taft Benson.

FB: Well, Ezra Benson and the thing that | remendi@Eut President Benson, one of the
main things that | remember about him was, that @88, | was given the opportunity to
direct the Ricks College choirs at General ConfeeenAnd | was there and he was in a
wheelchair. And | remember him coming in and kaofidjiving an okay sign to the choir,
but as they were leaving, he, the two, his coumselto had taken them out in a wheel
chair. He went by me; he motioned me over andlshands with me, and
complemented us on the singing. That’s the ordy;, real association that | had with
him, then after President Benson came Presidentgf2in

MM: Uh-huh.
FB: | had a wonderful experience with President tdubefore he was President. | had

the opportunity to go to Israel on a wonderful, werful trip, and we were staying in the
Center, the, what's it called? Anyway, it's then@a there that the Church built.
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MM: Yeah.

FB: And we would, we were there for three weekd| atethat time President Hunter,
President Holland, and President Faust were alkthecause they had come over to see
if they could get this lease signed that they lwesign so they could keep the building
there.

MM: Uh-huh.

FB: We went up to dinner one day, to breakfasirikit was, and President Faust who
was walking around saying hi to everybody, you knaad President Hunter he was tied
up in a wheelchair, and his son was traveling Wwith and wheeling him. President
Hunter was at a table and he couldn’t get out af wheelchair and | thought if he could
get out of that wheelchair he’'d be doing the samregtas president Faust. So | walked
over toward him, he held out both of his hands @utdny hands in his, and we stood and
talked for a few minutes. And that was very speamal of course after that he was called
to be a President of the Church. Then after hirs Ri@sident Hinckley.

MM: Uh-hem.

FB: And of course President Hinckley we revere Bormuch. It would be a delight to

be like him, to have the energy and the testimang, the faith, and the ability to just say
it like it is to no matter who he’s speaking tof afraid, not afraid of people. He brought
the Church out [of] obscurity in a sense becaudesoability to just talk to anybody, and
not be afraid to say, yes, you can do betterve khe way he says, “It'll work out.” We

go through so many of our difficult times in ourds we just have to remember President
Hinckley say, “It will all work out.” And | belieg that.

MM: How do you think the Church has changed dutheyyears?

FB: Well, of course it's grown so much. The Chuddesn’t basically live in the United
States. Now, there are more people outside theetl§tates then there are in the United
States. | remember President Eyring when he wesidant at the College saying at one
time, he had, when he first came to Ricks he inyike invited each of the different
departments and then he would give them like attalind at that time said “There will
come a time when what we have right now, all of the money, the financial things that
we have are going to get harder” because he sHmré’s going to come a time when
that’s going to have to be helping poor peopléirdtworld countries, and that time will
come.” But it's gotten more conservative becahgee’'s so many people. When | went
to Mexico, you know that changed my life. It changy outlook so much we got so
much poverty there. We've got wonderful memberthefChurch that have just
absolutely nothing. Because we’re so rich, we lsvemuch, and when | came home |
thought, | never going to complain about the buitpbeing to hot or too cold because
they don't, they just don’t have, they just didné&ve much, and we have so much, and
this is one of the things, and | don’'t know whetheu know this story or not, Maren, but
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when let’s see, President Eyring, President ofxbllege at the time | think, was it
President Eyring? Was he the president?

MM: He was president when Mom and Dad were goirgeth
FB: Who was the president of the college?
MM: Uh-hubh.

FB: I think this was when he was probably not piest of the college then, anyway
when the Taylor building was being, was going talbdicated, he came to the
dedication. | think this was when President Bedaayway President Eyring went into
the—yeabh, it was into the Taylor Building and wemnsling at the podium. He wasn't
talking at the time, he was looking at it, and heswn deep thought and President Bednar
said to him, “What are you thinking President Egrirand he said, “How few people
have so much and so many people have so littled e was thinking about the people
in these third world countries. That was when Ri€lbllege became involved in a
program, it was in Mexico City, and when we wereluat trip we, we went to the

college and saw what wonderful things was goinghene. What they were doing, they
would take ten young men, they would teach them twoweld. They had a teacher from
Ricks College who had come there and taught tleseklie’d teach these ten young men
how to weld, and he, he said he had a board thaipwedty good size board, and it had all
of his different kinds of welds on it, and he ttihese young men he said, “When you get,
when your weld is as good as mine, I'll replack réplace mine with yours.” And he

said now none of mine are on that board. Thewdlreeplaced, and he showed them the
book that that they're required to, they were likesaid any of these books could be just,
be given to someone and they would follow the bodk, and as we walked from the
facility these young men, would just show him wtiety were doing while we were there.

MM: Uh-hum.

FB: That was one of the most wonderful experiene®r had seeing what they were
doing there, and since then they have started tkindeof programs in automotive, and
computer science, different things. Now, | domibl if Ricks College, | think
eventually it was kind of taken over by the humanmatn aid, but different aspects of the
Church that carry that work forward. But now thgeang men can go out, there were
people that, were just crying for them and theyl@@o out now into the workplace and
make many, many more times what they, you know wiet would have had they not
taken the class. These were mostly returned miases) then ten more would be taught.
These others would be going out now and getting gl they were getting good jobs.
People were coming and interviewing, in fact they\day we were there, there were a
whole lot of people that came in and walked aroianspeak to these young men. They
were handing them their, their cards, and the geapre saying, “Come and see me.” It
was one of the most wonderful experiences. Wadlid's, there’s so many like President
Eyring said, “So few of us have so much, and soynieve so little.” And that’'s the way
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we got on and we have to be get into the gamenétessary to, and that Perpetual,
there—

MM: Education Fund.

FB: Education Fund is just absolutely wonderfuhai; that's one of the changes, another
thing that | think is really superior.

MM: How else do you think the Church has changed?
FB: How much do you think it's changed?
MM: How else do you think it's changed.

FB: Oh, as long as we pay our tithing, and theeenaany people in the Church who are
able to pay a lot of tithing because they're weltlb, and | would pay my little pittance
would not go very far. But thank goodness for peeygho are able to because of that
there seems to be so many things that can be daheduldn’t have been done before.
Oh, for instance we don’t have, what we used tbicale always had budgets, ward
budgets. Do you know anything about ward budgets?

MM: No.

FB: We used to have to pay a ward budget every, year sometimes they would have a,
what do you call it, so they'd auction, they’d hareauction. And they would, people
would, you know give things. They give things ameld buy it (Laugh). | bought this
brown chair that’'s no longer here. Todd, | gave iTodd | always said it'd be his chair.
He has it in his house, and you’d go in, and IkHipaid 300 and something dollars for
that chair.

MM: Uh-hum.

FB: We got the chair, but that also paid my warddri, which was our budget at the
time. That's one of the changes that has takerepl®f course the consolidated program,
which you wouldn’t remember either. It's a lotfdifence then it used to be. We used to
go to church in the mornings.

MM: Is that about the change from the block ortte block?

FB: To the block, we used to go to church in thenimg then go home, and come back
to church at night, and have MIA in the middle waekl Relief Society on Tuesday or
something. That’s been like that for quite a ltinge. | guess some of the biggest
changes is that there are so many good humble go&wgal are not in a state of plenty.
And seems to be they join church and they're hupdiid they need help, and so we got
to do what we can | think to help. What else sleee. The basic doctrine of the church
never changes, but sometimes, sometimes our gaadstb change in order to
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accommodate the way our lives our now. One obther big things in the church now
is just about everything is digital.

MM: Yeah.

FB: So, everything and in the Church, and thanknkhgoodness ward clerks would have
a hard time with keeping up with everything. I'npihg to think of what other things
might, you know some of these come by around sdugtléy we don’t think about them
being changes. | can remember that we were dowalinLake the year, the year that
they, this was before Jack died ‘cause it’s regllite a while ago since they had the
consolidated program, and coming home. He’d gorieriesthood meeting or something
that night, and that’s when the change was mademémber that was a big change for
us to get to do that. In, in a way, and it's warhiglen a way and it’s also kind of sad that
we won't get to do anything that takes too longouXan’t do that with three or four
wards in a building. That's another thing thatrped you know. We used to be one per,
one ward in a building and now there’s three andt feards in a building, and we just
have to go with that. When it, when it changdake some time to take place even in the
temple, when, since the—I guess what we need tw ksithat the doctrine never
changes, but it, the changes are made to accomentteatime. And thank goodness,

we can always, we can always depend on the Chuctlit’a never going to go away

from it. You don’t have to focus on that.

MM: Oh, now I think we’re going to move onto a né&wpic. Did you or anyone in your
family serve in the military?

FB: | didn’t, and there was no one in our immediate | should go take that back.
Grant served in the military.

MM: Did he?

FB: When he came back from his mission, that wilen the Korean War | guess
wouldn’t it. | think it was the Korean War becaukere was a time when they would let
only so many missionaries go.

MM: Uh-hum.

FB: I think it was during the Korean War and maybetnam. I'm not sure.

MM: Probably Korean.

FB: But they, there was only so many could go,®rant was, was able to go his mission.
When he got home he had to go into the servicehardidn’t ever go overseas to serve,

| don’t think. His service was here in the Unitethtes. Of course my father served in

the First World War.

MM: Did he?
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FB: But, he was, see he was on a mission, toocafee home from his mission, he’d
been home about 16 months. They called him irgs#ivice, but then the Armistice
was signed. So he was actually only in the serfidceix months. Read that book and
you can find out all this stuff, okay what else®td.of cousins and | can remember
during the Second World War cousins that—how tgrniorried family were about the,
about the young in the service, but Foster neuwsrese Uh-huh, oh well, | should, it
would be Iris’ family, her husband was in the, lie tvar, and then all her three boys
served in the service. And so you know nephewssanzh and so forth.

MM: Okay. What do you remember about Pearl Harbor?

FB: Well, | can remember how terrible it was. Ividhave only been, that was ‘41
wasn’t it? | remember the date. | was only 11yéars old at that time. So | don't
remember a lot about it. | remember during thatirdy the War we did, we had
rationing. And we had gas rationing and food ratig and shoe rationing, you had tire
rationing and gas rationing so, you know you hadawee so many stamps so you could
buy anything. 1 still have some of those stampg,dad | didn’'t use them or we could
have bought another gallon of gas. That, | redlyst remember it happening and what
a bad situation it was, how terrible it was. Ankbieof years later when our family went
to Hawaii, the brothers and sisters, it happendzkton the very seventh of December,
isn’t that the date?

MM: Uh-hum.

FB: 1941. So | don’t remember the year of coursemgre in Hawaii, but we all, it fell

on that great date of the seventh of December we aug onto the battleship the Arizona.
They fixed there, you know a memorial, and when §onk about the number of young
men still entombed underneath the ship, just buiedt and, and it was like being in a
church or something like that. It was sacred amdtgand that. So that’s, that's what |
remember about that.

MM: How did your life change because of the War?

FB: Well, like | say we had rationing. There wastain things you couldn’t buy, certain
things you couldn’t get even if you had the monethe stamps. You, for instance you
couldn’t buy nylons. Women used to paint a littdark up the back of their legs to look
like they had nylons on when they didn’t. You knthe, the nylons that we first had had
a seam in back. So they would paint the littleatlboked like a seam in the back
coming up the leg so they’d think they had nylonswhich they didn’t, and they’'d be
sometimes they had something that colored thes, liep so they’'d look like they had
nylons on, but I didn’t think of doing that. Idbn’t think for me as a child, and | would
have been like 11 years old when that Pearl Haabhdr1945 the Armistice was signed,
so | was only about 14 years old, 15 years oldanlremember how happy everyone was.
Mother was ecstatic because a lot of her nephed$ban in the service, and just you
know the whole town just kind of goes wild when,emhthat Armistice was signed. | do
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remember the rationing, and that there certairgththat you couldn’t get, and for
instance you had to have these little stamps tosbiggr, but you couldn’t buy it unless
your family was big and had enough stamps. Ystunuake do because you couldn’t go
out and buy a pair of shoes. They put everythimggan think into the war effort, and |
don’t remember suffering because we lived on a fawte didn’'t need to go any place
anyway so; it was just stay home | guess.

MM: You may be too young, but do you remember amynasity toward the Germans
or the Japanese in you area?

FB: Not in our area. That's probably one of thddest things in the whole, in that
whole war is what they did to the Japanese thatlland probably some of you, your
relatives know as much as anyone. |rode to Pvattoyour grandmother Lucille
Miyasaki when Brad graduated from, | think it whe technical college. Anyway, when
he graduated, when he graduated there?

MM: | did think, he did go to the Technical College

FB: He was down in the Provo area at the techwmigiddge there when he graduated.
Lucille and | went down for the graduation. Swad a chance to talk with her, and |, 1
just asked her what was the situation living whaa happened. And they weren't put
into these camps, these terrible places that tbhepgople, but she said that there was
only one person that would give them a ride to ethanly one bus driver that would
stop to give them a ride to school, her childr&ut the neighbor would come over, and
wouldn’t speak to them, but he would borrow altleéir equipment and that must have
been a terrible time, you know your, your grandptedad come through that
optimistically with the way your grandmother isthink that must have been one of the
most terrible times in, in their life. | went up, when we went on one of our Church, er
Idaho history tours. We went to Minidoka whereythad one of those camps, and, and
that’s also very sobering. Have you ever beerhapef

MM: Uh-uh.

FB: Sometime you need to go. There’s nothingthedte to see, except there is, they had
a community center, and there’s still the stonenftbe fireplace standing there, and they
have a number of plagues around that tell about hwuapened when they lived there. If,
if those good people hadn’t been there to go odttake in the harvest they wouldn’t
have had a harvest that year, and they would gbsujpose, and pay them a pittance,
not much. The houses, which was interesting, arabk houses that they lived in now
have been bought by people, and | don’t know if gould see from where we were
standing, kind of see those little houses that |gelspd bought to put on their property.
And some of them had taken two houses and put thgather. One part of the house
would go in one direction, the other part of the$®would go the other way, and so they
could have their home larger. But that, | thin&tth a black mark, and, and in a way
though maybe it's understandable. Everyone wa®dcafraid that it was coming right
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to our shores, and | don’t know whether there caar be an excuse for that, but that’s
what happened.

MM: Did you guys hear about the Concentration Caatg! during the war?

FB: | don’'t remember hearing about them duringwiag, certainly since then, we've
studied and read and understand the horrible thiaigwent on there, but | don’t
remember ever, you know as a child, | think my \ifent on pretty much as usual during
the war because like | say we didn’'t have a lanohey so we weren’t used to going a
lot of places, so that didn’t restrict us from muyiout and going places. We just stayed
home and had family home evening every night.

MM: What about the Vietnam and the Korean War? Woayou remember about
them?

FB: | knew they were going on, but | didn’'t haveyane except like Iris’ family, they
were involved in world war, and I’'m not sure whetthbey probably they were in the
Korean. That came after Vietnam, didn’t it?

MM: Korean was before Vietnam.

FB: Oh, Korean was before, well then they wouldéjdvhink Boyd for instance was in
Vietnam, Leora’s boy. It's quite possible thas’si Iris’s children were in the Vietham
War, too. I'm really not sure. 1, | just noticétht they were going on there. Isn't it
funny how if it's not on our shores, and so we fesdl. We feel bad that people are
suffering, and we feel bad that the boys will htvgo over there and some of them are
killed, so we go on with life. |1 don’t remembelod about it.

MM: It didn’t change your life very much, though?

FB: I don't think so. | don’t think. It wasn’'tke during the Second World War, when
every, every thing that was available was needethfowar. Rubber and metal and food,
everything, but | don’t think it came as much, aligh if you talk to some people they're
going to have a different story, but they would é&een, you know in that, in that
conflict. And then they would be able to tell yohat it was like all together.

MM: Did the, the draft dodgers, and things liketftthd that affect you at all, or was it
something you heard about?

FB: | heard about it, I think it made me feel sidt people would do that. Yes, that was
something | was aware of.

MM: Okay. How about the Great Depression? HowtHat affect your family?

FB: Well, as | mentioned | was born in 1930, | ththe tragedy happened in 1929, and
we almost lost our farm through that because it nead to sell, sell the commodities that
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they had. So that, but you know again | was ycemgugh that it seems like we always
had, had plenty. I think I think it affected peephaybe in the cities more than it affected
people who were living on the farm. | mean theielihood was gone, they had, they
couldn’t get jobs, they were roaming around thentiou trying to get jobs. There is one
picture of Leo, you know Leo Brown, Leora’s husbamthe book that we just have
concluded where he came to his friends, they widregson a train just going wherever
they could, trying to find work. So, but as farmagself is concerned I'm sure | didn’t
suffer any, but I'm sure that my parents felt thench a lot, knowing they couldn’t make
the payments they needed to make on the farm, ayterthey couldn’t get money from
the things they needed to sell. It was a hard,tbnesomehow we made it through.

MM: How did it affect your area? Did everyone seléwa they were in the same boat?

FB: | think everyone was in the same boat. | dogrhember, oh, Uncle Lyman he
always did seem to have, but they only had twadcéi, they always seemed to have, |
always thought that he was rich. He was a cat#e,ut | don’'t know if he had a awful
lot more. Their house was modest like ours wag,the rest of us | think we just, we
were just all kind of poor, we just went along dradl adequate food and things that we
needed and managed to get, get through it.

MM: Sure. Alright, what do you remember about Tleeon Dam flood? That'’s
something that probably affected you guys a lot.

FB: | remember that very well. We remember that Mead sold my home on Cornell,
and | was going to move across the street to anbatiree, but the people who had
bought my, the home | was going to buy wanted &mted us to, they wanted to stay in
that home for about four months while their home Wwaing finished. So, we were just
getting ready to move all our furnishing into theage on to 23 Cornell, so the people
that were buying that home could move into théreey were going to let us use the
garage for those four months while we lived in arapent, and the Maxwells could live
in the house we were going to buy. | know it'sweomplicated. Anyway, we were
outside putting up a new awning, a new gutter,tAecheighbor across the street yelled,
and said, “Did you know that the Teton Dam is, basst, or is leaking.” 1, | think he
said that it burst, and so we went in and got &radd plugged it in while we were
putting up this rain gutter. It was the eeriegtghbecause as we were listening to it and
KRTK that was the—Anyway, it was the radio statignhere was broadcasting, and boy
there’s excitement you know, and this happening,was happening all of the sudden it
went dead, and that’'s when the water got thereur imther and | were not very smart,
Lisa and I. We decided we’d walk down to what usebte Brown’s Food Store, and it's
over here where they have it not the Watts, butafrieose—

MM: Rexburg Opinion Center.
FB: Rexburg what?

MM: Opinion Center.
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FB: Opinion Center? That used to be a groceryestdhe kids had taken off. When
they found about this they went up on the hilllseytcould see this water coming, but we
went down there and while we were walking aroupdléceman came along and said,
“Go home,” and we went back home. We filled thie with water, because we didn’t
know if we were going to have water. We filled the with water and did what we
could to prepare for it, and, and then of coursemih hit, it was of course, it was such a
tragedy. Lisa and | went over and worked for tleel Rross for a week, and the people
would come in and need some food and help fillingforms, and so forth. | wrote so
much that one of my fingers went numb. We did spent the week over there. The
place that we were living in didn’t get flooded, ialin | guess was a blessing and the
apartment complex was close to where | live nomd Ao we were still able to make that
move, but we had one family, one night, a coupleserhome had been flooded came
and stayed with us and then another, | don’t knevegl times, some Barruses from
Sugar City who lost their home. They came and,thyjust turned the whole
downstairs over to them. And then | would putgdiew in the crock pot, go back over,
work for the Red Cross all day, and then we’d cdvmime, and when these folks came
home, of course, tired and dirty from what they&hb doing all day, then we would fix
them a plate. So, you know, physically as far gdome was concerned we weren’t
affected, but they were affected by the floodhimk we all knew people that lost just
everything. This one family, they were a friendhahe, they had ten children, and they
said, “We’ve got our family” and they were up ineoof the dormitories for you know, |
don’t know how long they had them there for sevemre¢ks, maybe it was several
months they were in the dorms. It was, as | wakkiwg, I, | actually went up to the
Manwaring Center to see if there was someone up that we could help, that was right
after it happened, and here came this steer riglvhdhe road. (Laughing) I kind [of]

hid behind the stop sign or something (laughs)jiwp wasn’t going to bother me, but
you know they were so bewildered. They, here theyan they were right in the

middle of the street because they didn’t know whergo. They were, they of course
they were just bewildered. And it was, it was itaand my friend after this, you know
several days after this she drove me out in Sugg 16 see what happened out there and
my word, it was awful. You know Ricks College wagls a great blessing. | was in the
stake relief society at the time. One of my resgaifities was to go to the Kirkham
building, and, and people were just, | think thag lactually brought, had brought this
clothing in like from the Deseret Industries orfr&alt Lake, bales of clothing, so one of
my responsibilities was to go over there and trgdd that clothing out, and then people
could come in and just take what they needed. spemt quite a lot of time over in the
Kirkham building. That, it isn't like it is now lsause it used to be an auditorium and
then a big great big like dance hall, and so thatéd hall was filled with clothing, just
piles of clothing, and then people would come id take what they needed. And then |
also helped up at the Manwaring Center serving,faad there was a couple of things
that Brother Kirkham, who was working up therehat time said, and this is in one of the
book I have that tells about the flood. He wabnglus that one of his young people that
was working with him and said “Brother Kirkham, we’been giving out milk and bread
all day long, and nothing seems to be gone, iss $till there,” and he said, “Don’t worry
about it, just keep giving it out.” So there, ynow there was miraculous things that
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happened, too. It was a tragedy, but Ricks wa® thied provided housing for all those
people. Within hours everybody had a place to, sttlger with family or at the College.
So, Rexburg bounced back. If it was probably sohew else people wouldn’t have
been able to help. There were bad things thatdregah there were people who came in.
They came in, and went into those homes to séeietwas anything left in them, and
would take it. If there was a chandelier or anyghof value, before they, you know they,
they actually set up roadblocks, but before theitigose road blocks set up there were
people in the country who were just waiting forttkiad of a thing to happen, and they
just merged into those places, and they were Igplaneverything that they could get.
But after they set up the roadblocks, | don't thih&t happened very much, but it took a
little while to get those set up. | wanted, Dewaas on a mission, and | wanted to call, let
him know we were all alright. Well, | couldn’t ¢alnyplace from Rexburg, and so |
thought | see if | could go to Rigby and call hiingot out okay, but when | came back
they weren't going to let me in very easy, andd tmexplain where I'd been and why |
was there. So | was able to get in touch withjrikh called the mission home so they
could have word that everyone was alright, butelg=ople who are far away from home
had no idea what was going on back here.

MM: | bet.

FB: Because they said Rexburg was completely gbeg,were lucky, and then the boys
went to work. Paul used to come home filthy wogkin the bottom of the West Wood
Theatre cleaning out this—

MM: Mud?

FB: Yeah, the mud out of the, the big pipes fromftlrnace and so forth, so he did that.
Todd was helping to move things around, workediftierent people, everyone was
involved doing something. | was proud of my cheldr Lisa and | were over like | said.
We spent hours and hours and hours, days and ddydags working for Red Cross, and
that we didn’t finish ‘til they were cleared up af and all those things.

MM: Are there any other events that you think atéelcyou in this area? You can think
of.

FB: Well, after the flood Rexburg, Rexburg usedédkind of a quiet, little place, but
after the flood it never went back to that quiedgeful place that we knew when we first
lived here, because people moved in to do constrydhis type of thing, and they
stayed.

MM: Really.

FB: I think a lot of people never went, never lsft,the next big thing that really changed
Rexburg is the College going to four years. likaf seemed like it went on an even keel
for a long time, and then all of a sudden everybedpts to come in and wants to make
their money, and so it, it's a different placelstihd never going to be the same again.



28

The fact that we're going to have a temple in daka is one of the most wonderful
things that could happen, but Rexburg will nevetheequiet, peaceful place it was.
We’'re probably going to have a Walgreen half a bliopom where | live, and life is not
going to be the same. That's okay. | getin myditle cocoon and I'm going to be
happy here.

MM: (Laughs)Yeah.

FB: But those, those are the two you know the thitige flood was the big thing that
changed our lives, and then the, the College makiagbig change, and in between it
kind of leveled off, and | suppose it will levelfaigain who knows what comes next, the
millennium maybe (Both laugh).

MM: Tell me more about Ricks. What do you remenddasut how Ricks has changed?

FB: Well, I can’t remember how big the school wasew we first came here. | don’t
remember what you know it was. It's been a grbange of course; a bigger enroliment
of students and trying to keep it actually to 75dned is what they used to do currently |
suppose it's 11,000 now.

MM: | think 12, 12,000 plus.

FB: So, it, even that, when you get that many nstweents that makes a big, huge issue.
It, they tell us when Ricks was first here, theywdoget together and have Rook parties
and parties in their home. We didn’t, we weren’dn that because it was getting big
enough, but there were probably only over a hundretessors and teachers when we
came. So |, | knew everybody practically everybtt was on the faculty at that time.

| don’t know anybody anymore. So I'm just out bétloop. | don’t really know what is
going on over there anymore, but it, each, eatchepresidents have had their own, how
to say, agendas, but more their own strengthslikeéresident Bednar who was a
spiritual giant.

MM: Uh-huh.

FB: And he has, | think he’s brought that wondedgxwperience to the students. I'm
grateful for that. President before him Presidggrinion was a great man who, who
knew everybody, gave me a high five one day. He quate the fellow; he was always
that type of a person. The first president thakwew was President Clark and he was
president for 24 years.

MM: Really.
FB: And he was a wonderful man, if he said to Jéddhke said we’ll hire you for this

amount of money and so on and so forth you coutetde on it. You didn’t have to
worry. But you always, you always knew this yowldodepend on his word, yes he was
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the president for a long time. Then Presidenténisen | remember was a wonderful,
wonderful—each of them just like each presiderthefChurch has their own—

MM: Strengths?

FB: Strengths that they concentrate on in a seRsesident Hinckley has about 15 of
them. But each president of the College has dee=same. President Eyring and
President Hafen, President Eyring said, told uséwer really had a good experience in
music, when he met the music faculty and yet imany ways he was, was actually
wonderful, and President Hafen comes, and Presldaiein was a musician, and so he’s
you know into music. It's one of his strengths.€aaeh of them are different and, and as
each president comes then there’s a little biedgfft feel, in the, in the school because
they're concentrating on their own particular agentithink when President Bednar was
here, that his spirituality, I, | think set him tgbe pretty good president, because of his,
he is such a spiritual person, a spiritual giaftiey all were but, but he just had that
special—so it has changed. It's grown a lot. €hemore things offered, of course
being in the music, the music we’ve taught has gbdra lot, a lot more choirs, more
people involved, and now the teachers, | don’t kiadithe teachers.

MM: No, a lot of them are new.
FB: No, they.
MM: No more of the old ones.

FB: Even the music teachers, and so in 1997, &manid out that | would have a little bit
of retirement with the College it was a good tirmere to retire, and | knew that was the
right thing to do. The year | left from Ricks Gagle, President Bennion met me after the
choir had sung in devotional. He said, “Can | carpeo your office for a minute,” and |
said “l don’t have an office.” (Laughing) | neverally had an office. | had a room
where | taught, but other people taught in thece t&nd he says, “Let’s go sit over in
these here chairs for a minute,” and then he S4a)’'ve been recommended to the
Exemplary Women Award.”

MM: | remember that.

FB: | started crying, and | couldn’t believe it hias always been a general authority’s
wife or someone like that, that has received tbaird. And so that was kind of a nice
going away present (laughing). | haven’t thoudawt that before, but it was a nice
going away present. That happened the year | beided to retire

MM: Uh-hum.

FB: That was quite enough.
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MM: And you were, you were, you were long aftentiad the debate over whether they
were going to move the College or anything liket.tha

FB: Actually, we were living in Idaho Falls.
MM: Oh.

FB: When, when that debate was started, and we ex@ited about the fact that maybe
Ricks College would be moving to Idaho Falls beealsck was teaching so many
students, | was teaching, and we thought, oh mthdre’ll be an opportunity for Jack to
teach there. So we were excited about that. \Wal; said they couldn’t get it over the
bridge (both laughing).

MM: | think too many people in Rexburg wanted itde

FB: Well, what, what a wonderful thing. It would\e never been the same if it had
gone there.

MM: No.
FB: This is where it needed to be. So, we got tivatr (laughs).

MM: It would have changed Idaho Falls a lot toodnese it would have been in that area
where all Seventeenth is, where Sam’s Club anthailstuff is now wouldn’t it?

FB: It's, it's where it should be, and it's a bleggto Rexburg, even though sometimes,
sometimes people will complain that they don't ltke, to hear the canon go off, to hear
the fireworks, but we're blessed by having it thereo many ways, and I'm grateful to
be here.

MM: Okay. Are there any other things that havdlyezhanged in Rexburg or businesses
that were influential here?

FB: I think one of, one of the big changes in Ragha the fact that now main street is
on Second East (laughing). And you go a long wagecond East and that's where
many of the businesses are now. It's also goingf,veed | think that’s one of the
reasons they want that Walgreen to come in whexgrhgoing to be planning on
putting it. It's just a half a block from heret’slbecause they want to vitalize, revitalize
the downtown area. And so, and that will, I'm suingill help, but it will be a big topic
for us, expecting all that traffic and a lot maght, a lot more noise. I'm having a
meeting about it Monday.

MM: You are?

FB: So, that's one of the big changes just thatt'stspreading in every direction.
Doesn’t stay the same, it's okay.
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MM: Okay.
FB: We'll live with it (laughs).

MM: Are there any, anything else that you can thabkut that has really changed in this
areaor...?

FB: Well, well even out of town you know now thagw the people that own this place
on the corner. Where they’ll [be] planning to pdalgreen’s, now they will be taking
their business out of town, thank goodness. Soitts expanding out of town. 1 think
there will probably be a time when you’ll, you wokhow when you leave Rexburg and
when you get to Rigby. You know, I like it wherarh. | feel protected, it's quiet here
even though there’s stuff going around all the tomneSecond East, and all over, but it's
quiet, and I'm kind of like I'm in my little cocoohere, and...it doesn’t bother me. But
I’'m one of the lucky ones, cause they, things cgdtdifferent you know if they put
student housing in back of me, which | hope to hbely don't.

MM: Anything else that you'd like to add?

FB: Well, | grateful to have some of my family ackothat | can call on, my wonderful
daughter for anything, and my wonderful son-in-l&m, that’s really nice. 1 like the
experience that I've had in Rexburg at Ricks Cal|end the community women'’s choir,
Cantabile Singers. I've had a lot of wonderful esences here in Rexburg. | can't think
of any place that it should be, because we hay®ufwant to go to a concert, there’s
always something going on. We can get involvegoin know in the community, and |
am involved in family history, and when the temptenes that will be absolutely
wonderful. | plan to be involved in that as wdllcould walk to the temple. Wouldn’t
that be wonderful?

MM: You could walk to the temple, instead of haviogdrive.

FB: Exactly, | can step out here and hopefullyBdd able to look up there and hopefully
I'll be able to look up there and see it on thé hillm not sure if that going to happen or
not, but I'm hoping that will.

MM: Alright.

FB: I don't know anything else really, I've livedite a long life, I'm 74 years now and
so there’s a few things | probably haven't told yaughs).

MM: Probably.

FB: So how are you going to write my laugh (laugfih



